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Touched by history
Fitchburg native looks back 70 years to freezing, hellish Battle of the Bulge

SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Unified Newspaper Group

Imagining hell gener-
ally brings to mind chaotic 
images of fire, heat and 
indescribable suffering. 

Ask Raymond Ray, and 
he might tell you that for 
him, while there was plen-
ty of suffering, hell was a 
35-below-zero night spent 
in a frozen Belgian for-
est, thick with death and 
desperate enemy German 

soldiers. And plenty of suf-
fering that has lasted with 
him to this day.

The 89-year-old Fitchburg 
native survived more than a 
week in the front lines dur-
ing the Battle of the Bulge, 
one of the United States’ 
most famous and most cost-
ly engagements in World 
War II. This week marks 
the 70th anniversary of the 
beginning of the battle, 
which lasted more than a 
month, left tens of thousands 

dead and ultimately proved 
the end of Adolf Hitler and 
his Nazis’ dream of a 1,000-
year empire.

Ray is part of a proud 
family military tradition 
that dates back to his great-
grandfather John Agan, 
who served with Wiscon-
sin’s famous Iron Brigade. 
Wounded and captured 
during the battle of Get-
tysburg, he died of starva-
tion in 1864 at the infa-
mous Confederate prison 

in Andersonville, Ga., at 
the age of 28. Ray’s father 
served in France in World 
War I and was left perma-
nently disabled from inju-
ries suffered there.

“I don’t think he was 
right after he came back 
from Europe,” Ray said. 
“He was a silent father.”

As he looked back Dec. 5 
on his role in the battle, Ray 
recalled how he wanted to 
become an artist before he 
was drafted into the Army 

in 1944, straight out of 
high school. He has art tal-
ent in the family, as his 
grandmother was an accom-
plished painter, and one of 
his grandsons has taken on 
the ability.

But that all had to wait as 
he prepared to enter a war 
that had already taken tens 
of thousands of American 
lives. Soon, he would be 
fighting for his own life in 

Seeking serenity together
Clubhouse a safe haven for many in 
12-step recovery groups
SAMANTHA CHRISTIAN
Unified Newspaper Group

Perched on a hill along McKee Road is a red 
brick building that some may recognize as the 
former Camp Badger School. Just over 50 years 
have gone by since students last occupied the 
classrooms there, but learning still takes place 
within its walls.

Since 1981, the building has been the club-
house for the Fitchburg Serenity Club, Inc. 
(FSC),  a nonprofit corporation that provides 
meeting space for autonomous 12-step groups 
of alcoholics, gamblers, overeaters and other 
troubled souls. Here, recovering addicts and 
their families learn from one another rather than 
from a teacher. 

Posters of the alphabet have been replaced 
with the 12 steps, motivational sayings with the 
Serenity Prayer, and portraits of past presidents 
with those of Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob Smith, 

the founders of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
The two are known more commonly as “Bill 

W.” and “Dr. Bob” as a way of honoring AA’s 
tradition – upheld by other 12-step programs – 
of maintaining anonymity. 

Each week, approximately 1,200 people 
attend the 80 meetings held at the FSC, said 
board president Mary F. Many come from the 
Madison area, and some travel on a daily basis 
from places like Sun Prairie, Monroe, Spring 
Green and Janesville.

What brings them together is the willingness 
to find peace and acceptance in their lives, one 
day at a time. 

Especially around the holidays, many peo-
ple need an escape from the stress of family 
get togethers, which can become a trigger for 
addicts. For others who may have burned those 
bridges, the FSC is the only place they can call 
home.

As with any meeting place, though, not 
everyone who passes through the FSC’s doors 
decides to return. 

“There’s all kinds of hesitation – reasons 
to not come in here … Asking for help, not 

www.fourwindsmanor.com 
(608) 845-6465 

303 S. Jefferson, Verona, WI

Thank You

Relatives, Friends and Volunteers for 
brightening the lives of our residents.

We hope everyone has a  
Wonderful, Happy Holiday Season!
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Tabby & Jack's. For Your Healthy, 
Happy and Balanced Pet

Holistic Grooming        Holistic Doggie Daycare
Healthy Diets        Dog Training

www.tabbyandjacks.com
2 locations:  2970 Cahill Main, Fitchburg, (608) 277-5900 

6925 University Ave, Middleton, (608) 841-1133
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At left, two 
meeting 
attendees are 
silhouetted 
while talking 
in the upstairs 
meeting room 
at the Fitchburg 
Serenity Club. 

Below, a sign 
with words 
from the 
Serenity Prayer 
hangs on the 
blue wall above 
the kitchen in 
the Fitchburg 
Serenity 
Club. The key 
symbolizes 
willingness. 

Photos by  
Samantha Christian

Turn to Battle/Page 19

The Twelve Steps simplified
1. I can’t
2. God can
3. Let God
4. Look within
5. Admit wrongs
6. Ready self for 

change
7. Seek God’s help

8. Become willing
9. Make amends
10. Daily inventory
11. Pray, meditate
12. Give it away

Source: 
TheColemanInstitute.com
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Apartment & Townhome Rentals
LUXURY LIVING IN UPTOWN FITCHBURG 

5152 E. Cheryl Pkwy., Fitchburg

608.441.9999
Brought to 
you by

www.avanteproperties.com

119 W. Verona Ave., Verona

845-7920
Family Owned for 44 Years!

Hours: M-F 8am-7pm, 
Sat 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-4pm

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION COUPON

119 W. Verona Ave., Verona

845-7920
Family Owned for 44Years!

Receive  
$7 Off

Any Total Purchase  
of $30 or More

Offer expires 12/23/14. Verona location only. Regular 
priced merchandise only. Some exclusions apply.  

One coupon per customer, per visit.

We Have Everything  
You Need To Decorate!

All Holiday Decorations &  
LED Light Strings ON SALE

Starting at 20% Off
Great Gift Ideas: 

Craftsman and DeWalt Tools,  
Firepits, Patio Heaters, Tonka Toys,  
Crock Pots, Buffet Servers & More!

Battle The Winter: 
Ice Melt, Snow Shovels,  

Ice Scrapers, De-icers, Windshield Wash & More! ad
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Driving past 102
Fitchburg woman misses life in the fast lane

KARINA GALVÁN
Star Correspondent 

Genevieve Jackson had 
been driving the highways 
and byways of rural Dane 
County in her family’s Ford 
since horses and buggies still 
traveled the roads. She start-
ed driving back in 1923 and 
only stopped driving seven 
years ago when she was 95 
because of a bad knee.

Jackson made many trips 
to take her mother shopping 
and get out of the house, 
simply because she loved to 
drive. But she made her first 
trip on her own to try and 
help her dad.

Unfortunately, she was 
only 11, and the trip didn’t 
end well. She was with her 
father visiting her aunt’s 
neighboring farm when he 
mentioned he wished he had 
his car. So, she thought she’d 
be good and go get it.

“But it ran out of gas on 
the way home,” said her 
nephew Mark Jones, grin-
ning. She was scared and 
hid, so her father got gas to 
fill it up but wouldn’t drive it 
home.

“He said ‘Well, you drove 
it that far, you might as well 
go down and get it and go 
on home,’” said Jones, who 
helps care for Jackson in her 
Fitchburg condo. “And she’s 
been driving ever since.”

“Anything to get outside 
was fun for me,” she said. 

Although these days she’s 
hard of hearing, Jackson, 
born in northern Wales in 
1912, still enjoys a conversa-
tion and tries to be as inde-
pendent as she can manage 
to be. She owns her own 
condo where she lived on 
her own for about 20 years 
before arthritis in her knee 
forced her to become home-
bound.

She can’t stand because of 
the arthritis, Jones said. 

“And some of old age,” he 
added. 

“Oh not at all,” Jackson 
quickly countered.

Jackson now lives in her 
condo with some assistance. 
At first, it was just from her 
nephews who lived nearby. 
However, she now receives 
help from Home Instead 
Senior Care and Heartland 
Hospice.

Prior to that, Jackson liked 
to help out in the community 
by volunteering at the Fitch-
burg Senior Center. 

“Gen,” as her friends and 
family called her, “typed 
out our (monthly) newsletter 
on the typewriter (before I 
worked at the senior center),” 
Jill McHone, the senior cen-
ter’s director, told the Star. 

Jackson continued doing 
that until McHone came on 
board in 1993 as the program 
assistant. “They had just got-
ten a computer, and nobody 
knew how to use it but me,” 

McHone said with a chuckle. 
“So, that’s when we transi-
tioned from the typewriter to 
the computer.”

Jackson is the last surviv-
ing member of her five sib-
lings. She was married twice, 
first to Erich Keller, who 
died in 1961, and then to 
Bob Jackson, who died in the 
early 1980s – both wonderful 
people, her nephew said. She 
had no children.

Now that she doesn’t 
drive, if she rides with you, 
Jones said, she will insist 
on helping you get to where 
you’re going.

“She will give you plenty 
of directions on how you 
should drive and where you 
should drive and what way 
you should go,” he said.

At the age of 102, Jackson 
is doing quite well for her-
self. She’s on her own with 
some help coming in, has 
managed to stay in her condo 
and is doing the things she 
now likes to do most, read 
newspapers and watch her 
favorite golfer, Phil Mickel-
son. 

But if there’s one thing she 
really misses, it’s the driving.

Photos by Karina Galván

Above, 102-year-old Genevieve Jackson reads the newspaper, one of her favorite things to do now 
that she can no longer drive. Below, senior center receptionist Susan Hoercher looks at a picture of 
Jackson at age 6 with her dog, Shep, that is displayed in the senior center.

Senior center social 
workers focus on fixes
SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Unified Newspaper Group

Amy Jordan and Sarah 
Folkers both grew up in the 
Fitchburg area with an idea 
to help others some day, and 
for nearly a decade, they have 
been doing just that, even 
though many people might 
not realize it. 

The two are social workers 
at the Fitchburg Senior Cen-
ter, assisting older adults and 
their families in a variety of 
ways. Fitchburg Senior Cen-
ter director Jill McHone said 
the social work services at 
the center are “one of the best 
kept secrets” in the commu-
nity, noting there is no fee for 
their helping a client or case 
management.

“It truly is an invaluable 
service,” she said. 

Jordan grew up in Madison 
before working out east for 10 
years as a social worker. She 
returned to her roots and has 
been at the center for the past 
10 years. 

“I just have that kind of per-
sonality where I like to help 
people,” Jordan said, adding 
that she’s seen a lot of chang-
es in the past decade. “People 
are more complex, more fam-
ily dynamics we have to work 
with the funding issues, what 
we have to work with, that’s 
changed, and there’s not a lot 
of money to help people, but 
piecemealing things together, 
we can make it work.

Every day is different for a 
social worker, she said, not-
ing that she and Folkers work 
with around 50 people on a 
monthly routine, but many 
more than that on a day-to-
day basis.

“We wear many different 
hats,” Jordan said. “We put 
out fires, we take calls from 
police, we might talk to peo-
ple in the hospital – it kind of 

runs the gamut.”
Folkers grew up a couple 

miles from the center (which 
was farm fields at the time), 
and has seen the city grow 
up rapidly in the past few 
decades. When she was in 
high school, for a few sum-
mers she worked as an assis-
tant for children and adults 
with disabilities, and her 
interest in helping out soon 
led to a career. 

“I had a couple friends in 
high school who had disabili-
ties, and I always liked help-
ing in gym class and that sort 
of thing,” Folkers said. “My 
first job was working with 
people with disabilities as a 
social worker, and I found 
out about the opening here, 
and have been here for almost 
nine years.”

Despite her time in Fitch-
burg, she said she’s often 
surprised how little residents 
know about what services she 
and Jordan can offer.

“People might know there’s 
a senior center, but they have 
no idea all of the things that 
go on here, let alone that there 
are two state-certified social 
workers on staff that can do 
a lot of different things for 
people, to keep them indepen-
dent,” Folkers said. 

Jordan emphasized that 
point, as the two shared a 
knowing laugh over a fre-
quent misconception about 
the center.

“Nobody lives here – this 
isn’t a nursing home,” she 
chuckled. “We go out into the 
community. We don’t want 
people to go into a nursing 
home. It’s being proactive 
instead of reactive. We’re 
helping people to maintain 
their independence at home.”

For information on the 
center, call 270-4291 or visit  
fitchburgwi.gov.

Photo by Scott De Laruelle 

Amy Jordan, left, and Sarah Folkers are state-certified social workers 
at the Fitchburg Senior Center, drawing on nearly two decades of com-
bined experience to provide families with a variety of services. 
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2960 Cahill Main, Fitchburg
608.270.3576

Hemingway's Cigar 
Bar & Lounge

• Fully Stocked Humidor
• Fine Cocktails

• Intimate Atmosphere
• Happy Hour, M-F 4:30-7

• Live Music
facebook.com/HemingwaysCigarBar ad
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Fitchburg 
3064 Fish Hatchery Rd • (608) 442-0606

Great Selection of Craft Beers,  
Wines & Liquors

1.75 L. Jack Daniels . . . . . . . . . . . . $39.99 
1.75 L. Smirnoff Vodka . . . . . . . . . . $19.99 
1.75 L. Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum. . . $19.99 
1.75 L. Korbel Brandy . . . . . . . . . . . $19.99 
750 mL Gallo Moscato . . . . . . . 3 for $9.99 
Miller Lite/Coors Lite/Bud Lite  
   16 oz. 24-pack cans . . . . . . . . . . $19.99 
Stella Artois 12-pack bottles  . . . . . $13.99 
Capital Brewery 12-pack cans . . . . $11.99
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Good Neighbor Liquor
3111 Parmenter Street, Middleton

(608) 831-8400

Neil’s Liquor Middleton
2415 Allen Blvd, Middleton

(608) 831-1644

Bring in this ad & get

10% off  
the purchase of any 

two (2) bottles of liquor or wine.
Offer expires 12/30/14
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OPEN DAILY  
DurINg WINtEr BrEAk
Christmas Eve - Closed at 4pm 

Christmas Day - Closed

Happy Hour 
Monday-Friday 4-6pm

Children’s Birthday Parties

Corporate Parties

Banquet Facilities

6285 Nesbitt road, Fitchburg, WI 53719

(608) 845-1010
Friday 
Fish 
Fry

Daily 
Lunch 

Specials

Gift Cards  
for  

Stocking 
Stuffers

adno=381005-01

Former Fitchburg business 
owner sentenced to prison
Peterson ordered to 
serve 7 years

The former owner of the 
Pancake Cafe in Fitchburg 
was sentenced to seven years 
in federal prison for bank 
fraud and other charges ear-
lier this month.

Christian Peterson, 45, was 
found guilty of eight charges 
in May in U.S. District Court, 
including bank fraud, making 
false statements to banks, 
money laundering and theft 
from an employee retire-
ment fund. Money loaned for 
business purposes was used 
instead to support a gambling 
habit, the court ruled. 

In a news release from the 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
U.S. District Court Judge 
Barbara B. Crabb stated that 
“his conduct was nothing 
short of appalling and that he 
did extensive damage to this 
community because of his 
narcissistic, selfish actions.”

Peterson was the former 
owner of the Pancake Cafe in 
Fitchburg, the Country Inn & 
Suites hotel in Fitchburg and 
the Pancake Cafe in Madi-
son. He also managed prop-
erties in Chicago and was the 
former owner of a company 

called Maverick, Inc., which 
brokered poly-scrap foam 
for use in the manufacture of 
carpet cushion.

Judge Crabb found that 
Peterson used his business 
partners to get loans for pur-
ported business reasons but 
instead used much of the 
money for his own personal 
lifestyle. 

After an eight-day trial 
in May, a jury found that 
Peterson had wired money 
intended as business loans to 
a casino in Las Vegas. 

In addition to his convic-
tions for bank fraud, money 
laundering and making false 
statements to banks, Peterson 
was convicted of stealing his 
former employees’ 401(k) 
account funds and using the 
money to pay his former wife 
$7,500 in alimony and to 
lend himself $10,000. Due to 
his conviction for this crime, 
Peterson has been debarred 
by the U.S. Department of 
Labor from ever acting as 
a fiduciary for a retirement 
plan.

As part  of her sen-
tence, Judge Crabb also 
directed that Peterson pay 
$816,168.57 in restitution to 
Greenwoods State Bank.

– Mark Ignatowski

Tax bills
MADISON 2013 2014 +/-
Madison Metropolitan S.D. 11.71 12.09 3.2%
Dane County 3.10 3.15 1.6%
MATC 1.83 0.95 -48.4%
State of Wisconsin 0.17 0.17 1.6%
City of Fitchburg 7.84 7.95 1.4%
School tax credit -1.77 -1.72 2.9%
Total per $1,000 of value 22.89 22.59 -1.3% 
Average home value $256,900 $262,448 2.2%
Lottery credit $129.31 $131.39
First Dollar credit $75.93 $77.64
Garbage fee $152 $142
Average total with credits $5,827 $5,861

OREGON  2013 2014 +/-
Oregon School District 12.32 12.12 -1.6%
Dane County 3.10 3.15 1.6%
MATC 1.83 0.95 -48.4%
State of Wisconsin 0.17 0.17 1.6%
City of Fitchburg 7.84 7.95 1.4%
School tax credit -1.77 -1.72 2.9%
Total per $1,000 of value 23.49 22.63 -3.7%
Average home value $256,900 $262,448 2.2%
Lottery credit $134.23 $131.77
First Dollar credit $78.81 $77.86
Garbage fee $152 $142
Average total with credits $5,973 $5,871

VERONA 2013 2014 +/-
Verona Area School District 12.33 12.18 -1.2%
Dane County 3.10 3.15 1.6%
MATC 1.83 0.95 -48.4
State of Wisconsin 0.17 0.17 1.6%
City of Fitchburg 7.84 7.95 1.4%
School tax credit -1.77 -1.72 2.9%
Total per $1,000 of value 23.50 22.68 -3.5%
Average home value $256,900 $262,448 2.2%
Lottery credit $133.72 $132.40
First Dollar credit $78.52 $78.24
Garbage fee $152 $142
Average total with credits $5,977 $5,884

Tax bills 
mostly drop
Property value 
increase offsets big 
cut from MATC
JIM FEROLIE
Star editor

The average home in 
the City of Fitchburg will 
pay about $45 less in tax-
es this year than in 2013, 
even though many gained 
in value. Most homes, in 
fact, will see an even larger 
decrease.

City residents’ taxes will 
vary by school district, as 
always, but those in the 
Verona and Oregon school 
districts will get the biggest 
cuts, with most homes get-
ting more than $200 back. 
Most homes in the Madi-
son Metropolitan School 
District will see their taxes 
drop by about $75.

Tax bills will be mailed 
late this week or early next 
week, and the majority of 
the change in residents’ 
taxes is a result of a $406 
million influx of state mon-
ey to the technical college 
system, something that was 
a major point of empha-
sis for legislators this year. 
Madison College’s tax rate 
dropped 49 percent, revers-
ing a trend of several years 
of increases after a success-
ful 2008 referendum.

That’s a drop from $1.83 
per $1,000 of assessed val-
ue (the mill rate) to $0.95. 
Other municipalities around 
the county felt a similar 
impact.

However, the $221 that 
drop saved the average 
Fitchburg taxpayer was 
chipped away by some 
increases elsewhere. The 
city increased its mill rate 
by 11 cents, which cost the 
average homeowner $72 
when combined with the 
increase in average assess-
ments. The county’s 5-cent 
increase tacked on another 
$30. 

In addition, the city reas-
sesses a few neighbor-
hoods each year, and those 
whose turn was up this year 
will notice the effect of a 
rebounding housing market 
since the last time they were 
revalued. Condominiums in 
particular lost a lot of value 
around the time of the 2008 
stock market crash, so some 
homeowners will likely see 
property tax increases.

Further complicating the 
tax bills is that unlike most 
cities and villages in Dane 

County, Fitchburg has to 
mail out tax bills with three 
different rates, varying by 
school district. 

Though the Oregon and 
Verona school districts 
both lowered their rates, it 
wasn’t enough to offset the 
rise in average value, so 
VASD will cost the average 
homeowner $32 more and 
OSD will cost $19 more. 

Homeowners in the Mad-
ison school district, how-
ever, will feel a sting, as 
the 38-cent increase in the 
mill rate combined with the 
assessment increase will 
cost the average homeown-
er $168.

The total average bill, 
including the Lottery Cred-
it and First Dollar Credit 
and garbage fee (which 
decreased $10), is between 
$5,861 and $5,884, depend-
ing on district. Last year it 
was between $5,827 and 
$5,977. 

T h e  c i t y ’ s  s l i g h t 
increase is despite enjoy-
ing rebounding growth 
overall. It brought in $75.7 
million in new construc-
tion, increasing the city’s 
value by 3 percent, and it 
spent that on four new posi-
tions and raises for current 
employees.

The public safety posi-
tions added were a full-time 
fire chief, a Fitch-Rona 
EMS captain and a police 
patrol officer, but the fire 
chief and patrol officer 
won’t start later next year, 
meaning the full funding 
will likely have a greater 
impact on the 2016 budget. 
The city will also add a full-
time sergeant for the police 
department and provide a 
paid-on-call firefighter pay 
increase.

Another key element of 
the city’s budget is a 2.5 
percent increase for all 
staff, though for non-union 
employees that will be a 1 
percent increase plus up to 
1.5 percent more based on 
performance. 

Tax bills are due Jan. 31, 
but many homeowners pay 
all or part of the bill before 
the end of the year to count 
it toward their 2014 taxes. 

Payments postmarked by 
Dec. 31 will be credited as 
a December payment for 
tax purposes.

The first half of the taxes 
is due Jan. 31 and the rest 
by July 31. To see your tax 
information online, visit 
the public access portal of 
AccessDane at accessdane.
co.wi.us.
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Get involved with city government
To paraphrase Uncle Sam, 

and before him Lord Kirtch-
ner, “Fitchburg needs you. 
Volunteer today!” It only 
takes your time, and you can 
be involved in making our 
city a better place, according 
to your perspective. 

I’m unabashedly optimistic 
about our future, and I hope 
that you’ll be a part of mak-
ing our city what you think it 
should be. 

This city has a unique his-
tory. To be a city whose entire 

incorporation 
was finally 
decided by 
t h e  W i s -
consin State 
S u p r e m e 
Court  tel ls 
me that we’ve 
always been 
a place that 
has gone our 

own way and been optimistic 
about our chances by betting 
on ourselves. 

That’s not to say we don’t 

have our challenges. Not hav-
ing a single school district 
divides the city in a lot of 
ways, but also allows indi-
viduals who like Fitchburg to 
choose their school by where 
they live. We also don’t have 
a central dining or shop-
ping district. The legacy of 
the planning that happened 
in the 1970s and early 80s 
before we were a city is also 
a difficulty to bringing parks 
and amenities to some of the 
densest areas of our city. This 
city needs your ideas and pas-
sion to help get it right this 
time. How would you solve 
the problem? 

Our city is one of the most 
diverse socio-economically, 
culturally, and by age in the 
State of Wisconsin. We are 
among the most educated 
in Dane County and have a 
major manufacturing employ-
ment base. We need people 
from all walks of life to join 
in. 

Historically, city leaders 
have made it a point of pride 
to make not only our city, 
but also our region, stronger. 
Our staff leads many of their 
associations, our citizen com-
missioners sit on regional 
planning bodies, and we have 
one of the premier intergov-
ernmental units in the state 
in Fitchrona EMS. They’ve 
become leaders by raising 
their hands and their voices. 

Over the last four years, in 
a sour economy, citizen com-
missions have approved the 
investment in infrastructure 
to be ready for the rebound. 
Now our Economic Devel-
opment Authority is looking 
at what goes in around those 
investments. You could be 
the person who helps set the 
tone for what the develop-
ment looks like, and make our 
city’s economy stronger. 

These next years will be 
critical in our city’s history. 
We’re a city that just recently 
turned 30, and the people who 
first lived here when it incor-
porated are starting to retire 
and move away. That leaves 
space and need for a new gen-
eration of leaders in the com-
munity. 

Getting involved is easy. 
All you have to do is call 
City Hall. Tell them that 
you’re interested in some-
thing you’ve seen in this 
paper, something that you’re 
an expert in, or something 
that you want to know more 
about, and ask how you can 
get involved. Chances are 
that there’s a committee that 
exists that deals with that very 
thing. And even better, chanc-
es are that there’s probably a 
seat that’s open for it. 

Patrick Stern is a City of 
Fitchburg alder for Dist. 2.

Contact us
For general inquiries, call our office at 845-9559.

Editorial
• General news, city government, business news: Jim 

Ferolie at UNGeditor@wcinet.com; Mark Ignatowski at  
ungeditorial@wcinet.com; Scott Girard at ungreport-
er@wcinet.com

• Community news and happenings: Samantha Chris-
tian at communityreporter@wcinet.com

• Calendar events: ungcalendar@wcinet.com
• Graduation notes: ungcollege@wcinet.com

Advertising
• Ad inquiries to Donna Larson at veronasales@ 

wcinet.com (west Fitchburg and Verona) OR Rob Kitson at  
oregonsales@wcinet.com (east Fitchburg and Oregon)

Online
• Website: ConnectFitchburg.com
• Submit a story idea, announcement, calendar item 

or letter to the editor: connectfitchburg.com/webforms
• View photo galleries or buy a photo:  

ungphotos.smugmug.com/FitchburgStar/Community

Please keep submissions 
under 400 words. All let-
ters should be signed and 
include addresses and 
phone numbers for verifi-
cation. Anonymous letters 
will not be printed. 

T h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f 
reserves the right not to 

print any letter, includ-
ing those with libelous or 
obscene content. 

For questions on our 
editorial policy, call editor 
Jim Ferolie at 845-9559 or 
email ungeditor@wcinet.
com.

Letters policy

Pharmacist’s Corner

Keep safe with proper 
medication storage
I can remember back in my child-

hood seeing advertisements from 
the company Johnson & Johnson, 

demonstrating how to clean out one’s 
medicine cabinet and replace old 
materials and medicines with fresh, 
new bandages and the like. 

 It was not until years later that 
I understood the reason for this ad 
campaign; serving a bigger role in the 
community by teaching people the 
importance of cleaning their medicine 
cabinets.  Those ads haven’t been 
around for 30 years, but the message 
of throwing away old medication is 
still relevant today. 

I see this when a patient passes 
away and a family member brings 
all of the patient’s medications to 
the pharmacy for disposal. They 
frequently bring in a stockpile of 
expired medications and inevitably, 
there are always a couple that could 
be sold as antiques.

While it is important to throw 
away old medicine, storing current 
medicine is equally important.  I have 
heard people talk about how they 
store their medicine anywhere from 
the kitchen cabinet to the bathroom.  
In our house, the top shelf of our pan-
try is devoted to storing our medicine.  

When choosing a place to store 
your medicine, there are a few things 
you must consider.  Primarily, you 
should pick a spot that is child-safe, 
either locked or unreachably high, or 
preferably both.  Low humidity (far-
ther away from your steam-creating 
sink and shower) and controlled 
temperature should also be priorities 
when choosing a place to use as a 
medicine storing area.  This is why 
the top shelf of the pantry or many 
kitchen cabinets are excellent spots.  

One of my patients’ biggest 

concerns with prescription medi-
cation is forgetting the times and 
frequency with which they need to 
take them.  For instance, this one at 

bedtime, that one 
before breakfast; 
you know what I’m 
talking about.  

Many people 
store their medicine 
throughout their 
house in an effort to 
remind themselves 
to take them at the 
correct times.  The 
most popular place 

for these medications to be stored 
(outside the kitchen) is one’s bedside 
table.  However, I would be cautious 
of a few things.  

Security and safety become a 
major concern when medication is 
spread throughout the home.  If you 
are taking any pain medication (like 
OxyContin), you should take steps to 
secure them in a container or cabinet 
that locks.  People who abuse these 
drugs (possibly including your loved 
ones) seek them out, but using pre-
cautions will help keep you and your 
family safe.  

Young children also present anoth-
er safety concern.  Oftentimes, your 
kitchen cabinets are the highest, most 
unreachable, and therefore the safest 
in your house, whereas medications 
strewn about your home pose many 
safety risks. Take extra care to keep 
children away from the areas where 
you keep your medication, and use 
child-resistant caps or packaging to 
further reduce the risks.  

The final concern related to storing 
medication is changes in temperature 
and humidity.  When choosing the 
proper place for a “medicine cabinet,” 

you want to find a location where 
there is little variation in humidity or 
temperature. As a result, bathrooms 
are not ideal places for storing your 
medicine.  

In addition to prescription medica-
tion, what about your non-prescrip-
tion over-the-counter supplies?  If 
you are anything like me, you stock 
your medicine cabinet so that the 
next time you skin your knee, catch 
a cold, or are suffering from a minor 
headache, you will be ready to treat 
it.  Hopefully, these self-treatments 
are spread out over months or even 
years, but, oftentimes, before you 
know it, that bottle of aspirin is 
expired and the first aid ointment is a 
few years old.  Then, in your hour of 
need, you’re faced with the choice: 
using an expired medicine or going to 
the pharmacy to buy something new.  
For example aspirin can be harmful 
if taken after its expiration and  many 
medicines lose their potency over 
time.

Isn’t that a lot to think about?  If 
you ever have questions or concerns 
about your medications or how they 
should be stored, just ask a pharma-
cist.  So take a minute every so often 
to check the expiration dates on the 
medications you have and discard 
any that are expired at places like 
Fitchburg Hometown Pharmacy or 
the Fitchburg Police Department.  I 
better get started checking mine.  
Our medicine cabinet is pretty well 
stocked since it needs to be prepared 
for the colds, bruises, and cuts that 
come with having four active kids in 
our family.      

Thad Schumacher, owner and 
pharmacist at Fitchburg Hometown 
Pharmacy

Schumacher

Legislative opinion

Stern

While Ferguson Police 
Officer Darren Wilson may 
have been legally vindicat-
ed, he still bears the moral 
capability for not having 
the presence of mind to 
defuse the situation with-
out resorting to shooting an 
unarmed black man. 

Michael  Brown, the 
apparent victim, did not 
have to die that day, and 
the fact that his death is 
going unpunished by the 
selected jurors suggests 
that we all need to recon-
sider when it is appropriate 
and not appropriate to use 

deadly force.
How many more civil-

ians must we shoot with 
guns before one can finally 
wake up to this realization 
that guns don’t just pick 
themselves up to kill peo-
ple, it is the disturbed indi-
vidual standing behind the 
trigger who kills another 
person.

I solely blame the NRA 
for distributing these weap-
ons of mass destruction 
into the hands of fools.

Michael A. Walker
Fitchburg

Letter to the editor
Ferguson shows need for gun control

Correction
The November issue of the Fitchburg Star published 

an incorrect date for the Children’s Holiday Party at the 
Fitchburg Community Center. 

The Star used outdated information from the Fitch-
burg Chamber of Commerce website. The event was 
held from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7. 

The Star regrets the error.
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Pfaff announces re-election bid
Incumbent mayor 
wants to focus on 
redevelopment
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

Fitchburg Mayor Shawn 
Pfaff announced Dec. 4 he 
intends to run for another 
four-year term to lead the 
city.

The announcement sets 
up a race against 10-year 
alder Steve Arnold, who 
last month declared his 
intention to run in the 
spring election. Election 
day is April 7.

Pfaff told the Star he 
believes the city is better off 
than it was four years ago, 
when he was first elected 
mayor, largely due to a strong 
sense of community and con-
tinued economic growth.

“Four years ago, when I 
was elected, Fitchburg was 
in the throes of one of the 
worst economic times like 
we all were,” Pfaff told the 
Star. “I think it’s a much 
better place today than it 
was because … we worked 

together.”
As examples, he cited the 

splash pad at McKee Farms 
Park, which opened in 2013 
as a result of a partnership 
with the Optimists, and the 
library, which opened in 
2011.

Over  the 
n e x t  f o u r 
years, Pfaff 
s a i d  h e 
would l ike 
to  see  the 
city continue 
its econom-
i c  g r o w t h 
t h r o u g h 
expansions 

like the North Stoner Prai-
rie and Northeast neighbor-
hoods.

The latter was recently 
rejected by a regional com-
mission that makes rec-
ommendations on sewer 
expansion to  the  s ta te 
Department  of  Natural 
Resources, but the DNR 
will  make the ult imate 
decision.  Pfaff  said he 
remains confident it will be 
approved and called it an 
integral part of the city’s 
comprehensive plan

The Northeast plan is one 

of several issues in which 
he and Arnold have clashed, 
both in style and viewpoint. 
Arnold has often repre-
sented a minority opinion 
on the Common Council 
throughout Pfaff’s four 
years as mayor. The council 
approved the Northeast plan 
earlier this year, but Arnold 
spoke against it at the Capi-
tal Area Regional Planning 
Commission meeting.

Pfaff also hopes to see 
more development in the 
North Fish Hatchery cor-
ridor, which is one of the 
most diverse parts of the 
city. He called that diver-
sity an asset, and wants to 
increase diversity in the 
city’s workforce.

“We need to make sure 
that all parts of our city are 
well-represented,” he said.

He said his four years 
in the office so far have 
helped to make Fitchburg 
a place people can identify 
with.

“People now feel like 
Fitchburg is a place,” he 
said. “We have a lot to do, 
but Fitchburg is becoming 
a better-connected commu-
nity.”

Pfaff

Spring elections

Council incumbents to run
Nomination papers 
due Jan. 6
MARK IGNATOWSKI
Unified Newspaper Group

With the fall election 
barely more than a month in 
the past, it might be hard to 
think ahead to the next elec-
tion.

But those interested in 
running for public office 
in the spring election have 
just a few weeks to get their 
name on the ballot. The 
deadline to file a declara-
tion of candidacy and col-
lect signatures for office is 
coming up Jan. 6. 

Locally, most Common 
Council incumbents have 
announced that they will be 
on the ballot, though Ald. 
Steve Arnold’s seat will be 
open as he runs for mayor 
against incumbent Shawn 
Pfaff this spring. 

City of Fitchburg Clerk 
Patti Anderson said Arnold 
had filed for non-candidacy 
for his alder seat. 

Six alders – Dorothy 
Krause (D-1), Carol Poole 
(D-1), Patrick Stern (D-2), 
Jason C. Gonzalez (D-3), 
Dan Carpenter (D-3) and 
Becky Baumbach (D-4) – 
told the Star they would 
likely seek another term on 
the council. Ald. Richard 
Bloomquist (D-2) did not 

return a request for com-
ment from the Star, but 
Anderson said Dec. 10 that 
he did pick up paperwork to 
run again. 

Two seats are up for the 
Oregon School District 
board - Area I in the village 
of Oregon and Area IV, 
encompassing the village 
of Brooklyn and towns of 
Oregon, Montrose, Brook-
lyn and Union. Incumbents 
Steve Zach and Jeff Ramin 
have  ye t  to  announce 
whether or not they will run 
for re-election. 

On the Verona Area School 
District board, Renee Zook 
has announced that she is 
running for her at-large seat. 
Joanne Gauthier, who serves 
as the “Outside Cities of 
Verona and Fitchburg” rep-
resentative, had not returned 
a request for comment as of 
press time Wednesday. 

On the Madison Met-
ropolitan School District 

board, Mary Burke plans to 
run again. Arlene Silveira 
will not run for another 
term. After three terms, Sil-
veira wants to spend time 
doing “more hands-on vol-
unteer activities and grass-
root advocacy efforts in 
the area of education,” she 
wrote in an email to the Star.

 Potential candidates have 
until 5 p.m. Jan. 6 to file the 
necessary paperwork with 
their respective municipality 
or school district. A primary 
election will be held Feb. 17 
if needed, with the general 
election set for April 7.

For  in format ion  and 
forms, visit gab.wi.gov/
e lec t ions -vo t ing /2015 /
spring

Unified Newspaper Group 
reporter Scott Girard 

contributed to this story.

Dates to know
Dec. 1, 2014: Filing period opens
Friday, Dec. 26: Non-candidacy notification deadline 
Tuesday, Jan. 6: Filing deadline to get name on ballot
Feb. 17: Primary (if necessary)
April 7: Spring election
Info: Call your local clerk or school district, or visit gab.

wi.gov/elections-voting/2015/spring

Verona Road meeting set for Dec. 18
Although construction 

has stopped for the winter, 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation will host 
an open house meeting next 
week to discuss design and 
construction activities for the 
Verona Road reconstruction 
project.

The Dec. 18 meeting will 
focus on the stretch of road 
from the Beltline to Hwy. 
PD (McKee Road) and the 

Beltline between Whitney 
Way and Seminole Highway. 
The meeting is the last quar-
terly open house meeting for 
2014. 

No formal presentation is 
planned for the meeting that 
will be held from 5:30-7:30 
p.m., at the City of Fitchburg 
Fire Station No. 2, 5415 King 
James Way.

Maps and exhibits showing 
the proposed improvements 

will be on display at the meet-
ing. WisDOT representatives 
will be available to discuss the 
project on an individual basis.

The WisDOT has also post-
ed a drive-through simulation 
of how the second stage of 
the project will look once it is 
completed in 2019. Construc-
tion on the second stage starts 
in 2016.

View the video online at  
veronaroadproject.wi.gov.

Nine Springs agreement OK’d
The Fitchburg Com-

mon Council approved a 
new one-year lease agree-
ment for Nine Springs Golf 
Course last month.

The agreement allows 
for Sam Schultz to run the 
golf course for the city in 
exchange for a $20,000 
payment, but also calls 
for more public use of the 
land. Schultz has managed 
the course since 1999, but 
only began receiving the 
$20,000 per year two years 
ago after the course stopped 
making money on its own.

Earlier this year, the city 
debated whether to keep 
the golf course or turn the 
land into a neighborhood 
park in a lower income sec-
tion of the city, with strong 
opinions coming out on 
both sides.

The council ultimately 
chose to keep the golf 

course,  but  implored 
Schultz and the city’s 
parks department to work 
together to hold community 
events that could have a 
similar effect a park would 
have.

The new agreement aims 
for the same.

The lease specifies the 
city can set up winter activ-
ities such as snowshoeing 
and a skating pond on the 
land from Nov. 16 through 
March 14, outside of the 
golfing season. The city 
also has the right to use the 
land twice per week for rec-
reational activities during 
the golfing season “without 
substantial disruption” to 
golf.

The rest of the agreement 
outlines the rules for main-
taining and operating the 
course.

– Scott Girard

Sen. Erpenbach 
appointed to JFC

State Sen. Jon Erpenbach 
(D-Middleton) was appoint-
ed to serve on the Joint 
Committee on Finance, the 
state budget writing com-
mittee of the legislature. 
The 16-member committee 
is made up of 12 members 
of the majority party and 
four from the minority.

“I will work hard for the 
people of this state as we 
prepare to solve the dif-
ficult budget challenges 
ahead,” Erpenbach said in a 
news release. 

Erpenbach was re-elect-
ed last month to another 
term in the 27th Senate 
District, a seat he has held 
since 1999. The district 
includes portions of Colum-
bia, Dane, Green, Iowa and 
Sauk counties. 
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Local children to dance in Nutcracker
Dance Wisconsin, under 

the artistic direction of Jo 
Jean Retrum, will revive 
its classical Nutcracker bal-
let at the Wisconsin Union 
Theater, 800 Langdon St., 
Madison, with appearances 
by local children.

Dancers from the Fitch-
burg area include John Crim, 
son of Elton and Dawn Crim, 
dancing the role of the Mouse 
King; Eily Duffy, daughter of 
Tommi Thompson and Brian 
Duffy, dancing as a Bon Bon; 
Yasmin Garcia, daughter of 
Lesly and Lina Garcia, danc-
ing the role of Angel; Nina 
and Mia Millet, daughters of 
Ross Jackson and Laila Mil-
let; Zoe Triatk, daughter of 
Jim and Holly Triatk, dancing 
the roles of Angel and Ara-
bian; and Evan Schumacher, 
son of Michelle Chui and 
Thad Schumacher, dancing 
lead role of Nephew, Prince. 
Evan is also a corps mem-
ber of the Dance Wisconsin 
Company.

The Tchaikovsky score 
will be performed by the 
Dance Wisconsin orches-
tra and conducted by Blake 
Wal t e r s .  The  Monona 
Grove High School sing-
ers will accompany several 

pieces. 
Performances will  be 

held in the newly renovated 
Shannon Hall at 2 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 
20, and 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 21.

Ticket prices for adults 
range from $20 to $32. 
There is a $2 discount for 
seniors, and children are 
half price.

For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit 
uniontheater.wisc.edu or 
call 265-ARTS.

If you go
What: Dance 

Wisconsin presents “The 
Nutcracker” ballet

When: 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20; 2 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21

Where: Shannon Hall 
at the Wisconsin Union 
Theater, 800 Langdon St., 
Madison 

Tickets: $20-$32
Info: uniontheater.wisc.

edu or call 265-ARTS

Photo submitted

The following Fitchburg residents will perform in Dance Wisconsin’s 
Nutcracker on Dec. 20-21 at the Wisconsin Union Theater: Front 
row from left, Nina Millet, Kendall Schumacher and Eily Duffy; back 
row from left, Zoe Triatik, Evan Schumacher and John Crim; 

Saturday, December 13
• 10:30 a.m., Chinese/English Storytime, library, 729-
1760
• 1 p.m., LEGOs at the Library (ages 5-11), library, 
729-1760
• 1 p.m., Should I stay or should I go?, senior cen-
ter, 270-4290

Sunday, December 14
• 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Madison Comic Book Convention, 
Badger Bowl, 506 E. Badger Road, epguides.com/com-
ics

Monday, December 15
• 11 a.m. to noon, Handmade Holiday: Toddler 
Edition (ages 0-5), library, 729-1760
• 7-9 p.m., Resume and Interview Coaching, library, 
729-1760

Tuesday, December 16
• 4 p.m., Teen Cram Session, library, 729-1760
• 5:30 p.m., READ to a dog (sign-up), library, 729-
1760

Wednesday, December 17
• 10:30 a.m., (Tech) FACTv’s Favorite Apps, senior 
center
• 10:30-11 a.m., Kids Dance Party (ages 1-5), 
library, 729-1760
• 12:30 p.m., Holiday Songs, Fitchburg singers, 
senior center
• 11 a.m., Microsoft Word Intermediate, library, 729-
1760
• 7 p.m., Mother Daughter Book Club (grades 3-5), 
library, 729-1760

Thursday, December 18
• 5:30-7:30 p.m., Verona road project open house, 
City of Fitchburg Firehouse #2, 5415 King James 
Way
• 6-7 p.m., Science at the Library (ages 5-9), library, 
729-1760

Friday, December 19
• 2 p.m., Rhyming with Spanish (ages 2-5), library, 
729-1760

Saturday, December 20
• 3 p.m., Kids Movie, library, 729-1760

Wednesday, December 24
• Library, senior center and city hall closed

Thursday, December 25
• Library, senior center and city hall closed

Monday, December 29
• 6 p.m., Gummy Necklaces (for teens), library, 729-
1760

Tuesday, December 30
• 2 p.m., Birds, Beaks, and Bingo (ages 5-11), 
library, 729-1760

Wednesday, December 31
• Senior center and city hall closed at noon
• Library closed at 5 p.m.

Thursday, January 1
• Library closed

 Friday, January 2
• 11 a.m., Teen Movie, library, 729-1760

 Monday, January 5
• 9:30 a.m., Preschool Storytime (ages 2-5), library, 
729-1760
• 11 a.m., Preschool Storytime (ages 2-5), library, 
729-1760
• 7 p.m., Library Ebooks, library, 729-1760

Tuesday, January 6
• 7:45-9 a.m., Business Before 9: Getting the most out 
of your membership, Candlewood Suites, 5421 Caddis 
Bend
• 11 a.m., Lapsit Storytime (ages 0-2), library, 729-
1760
• 6:30 p.m., Guys Read Returns! (ages 7-11), 
library, 729-1760

Wednesday, January 7
• 10:30 a.m., Kids Dance Party (ages 1-5), library, 
729-1760
• 11 a.m., iPad Basics, library, 729-1760

Thursday, January 8
• 11 a.m., Storytime (ages 2-5), library, 729-1760
• 12 p.m., Crafternoon Book & Craft Group, library, 
729-1760
• 6:30 p.m., Green Thursdays: Bidder 70, library, 729-
1760

Friday, January 9
• 4 p.m., Little Makers: Duct Tape (ages 6-12), 
library, 729-1760

Tuesday, January 13
• 1 p.m., Should I stay or should I go? (senior hous-
ing decisions), RSVP, senior center, 270-4290

Tuesday, January 20
• 2 p.m., History of Metcalfe’s Market, senior center

The Giving Tree
Many seniors are alone and without 

family or friends during the holidays. 
The purpose of the giving tree is to pro-
vide a gift for those seniors who might 
not otherwise receive gifts this holiday 
season.

In the front lobby of the senior center 
is a tree with gift ideas listed on orna-
ments. Pick an ornament off of the 
tree, give the number on the ornament 
and your name to the receptionist, pur-
chase a gift for $30 or less, wrap the 
gift, place the ornament on the gift and 
return it by Dec. 17.

Hometown Pharmacy
Hometown Pharmacy is trying to 

give back to the community. Return 
Hometown Pharmacy prescription bottle 
caps to a bin at the library, 5530 Lacy 
Road, or the pharmacy, 3000 Cahill 
Main, Suite 114, and for each bottle 
cap returned, Hometown Pharmacy will 
donate 10 cents to the Friends of the 
Fitchburg Library. As another way to 
help the local community, Hometown 
Pharmacy will donate $1 to the Boys and 
Girls Club of Dane County for every flu 
shot it gives this year.

Funds from the bottle cap project will 
help fund the Friends of the Library’s 
end-of-year annual giving to charity. 
(They plan on starting a 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten program as well as 
a story time program that would allow 
librarians and Friends of the Library 
members to read books at daycare cen-
ters.)

So far this year, 224 caps have been 
turned in, and Thad Schumacher, 
Hometown Pharmacy’s owner, said 
he will continue the prescription bottle 
cap project for as long as the Friends 
of the Library wants to continue the 
program and will continue the flu shot 
project through to the end of the year 
and potentially longer.

Comic book convention
The Madison Comic Book Conven-

tion will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 14, at the Badger 
Bowl, 506 E Badger Road. Admis-
sion to the public is free. 

Comics from golden age to pres-
ent day along with related collect-
ibles will be available from dealers 
from five states. Plus, if you have old 
comic books sitting around you no 
longer want, dealers will be there to 
buy them. 

For more information, call Alan at 
309 657-1599 or visit epguides.com/
comics.

Handmade holiday for toddlers
It's the season of giving. The library 

invites you and your toddlers to join 
from 11 a.m. to noon, Monday, Dec. 
15, to make holiday crafts you can 
give as gifts. This program is great 
for families with children five years 
and younger. Call 729-1762 with any 
questions.

Tech FACTv’s Favorite Apps
Come to the senior center at 10:30 

a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 17, to learn 
about Apple Products. Learn how to use 
the App Store for Apple Products, how 
to download apps and about the top 
apps currently trending in the world. 

You must register for this free class. 
Call 270-4290 for more information.

Kids Dance Party
Go shake your sillies out and dance 

with friends at the library from 10:30-11 
a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 17. 

Parents or caregivers are invited to 
come with their children to have some 
fun. This event is recommended for chil-
dren ages 1-5 with their parents or care-
givers.

Christmas carols
Celebrate the holidays with lunch and 

Christmas carols at the senior center. 
Listen to the Fitchburg Singers at the 
senior center at 12:30 p.m., Wednes-
day, Dec. 17. A lunch will be served at 
noon. Reservations for the lunch must 
be made by 1 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Science at the library
Listen to stories about growing goo 

and a school-eating science project 
from 6-7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 18, at 
the library. 

Then, roll up your sleeves and 
make your own science projects 
using everyday materials. Children 
are asked to bring smocks, aprons 
or “messy” clothes. This event is for 
children ages 5-9.

Rhyming with Spanish
Enjoy a storytime from 2-2:30 p.m., 

Friday, Dec. 19, that will combine 
English and Spanish to help young 
readers and listeners have fun with 
rhyming. Then have fun with a col-
oring activity. This event is recom-
mended for children ages 2-5.

Movie Night
Come to the library’s storytime 

room from 3-4:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 20, to enjoy watching “Planes: 
Fire and Rescue.” There will be free 

popcorn. The movie is rated PG and 
is 84 minutes long. The event is spon-
sored by the Friends of Fitchburg 
Library.

Birds, Beaks and Bingo
Do you love birds? Madison Audu-

bon Society will visit the library from 
2-3 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 30, with a 
hands-on exploration activity. Learn 
about bird beaks and a game of bird 
call bingo.

Gummy necklaces
Never before did your sweet tooth 

make you look so good. Come to the 
library to make personalized neck-
laces out of gummy candies from 6-7 
p.m., Monday, Dec. 29. For grades 
6-12.

Library Ebooks
Learn how to check out eBooks 

from the library using Wisconsin's 
Digital Library. At 7 p.m., Monday, 
Jan. 5, participants will learn how to 
search, check out items and download 
to their device (Kindle, iPad, Nook, 
etc.) with Overdrive. 

Please register at the reference desk 
for this class or call 729-1763.

Crafternoon group
The library is starting a new group!.

Join at noon, Thursday, Jan. 8, and 
bring a favorite knitting, sewing or 
crochet project. 

The group will enjoy good sto-
ries and conversation and plan this 
group’s direction.  Call 729-1763 or 
email kayce.henderson@fitchburgwi.
gov with any questions.

Green Thursdays film
The library will offer a free screen-

ing of Bidder 70, a documentary about 
a young activist’s fight for the wilder-
ness, at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 8. 
Popcorn and prizes will be available. 
Call 729-1763 with any questions.

Tai Chi Chih with Stan Corwin
At the senior center, learn the 19 

easy-to-learn movements and one 
pose involved in Tai Chi Chih. It will 
help you reduce stress and promote 
serenity, flexibility and balance while 
increasing energy and mental focus to 
heal the body, mind and spirit. 

Register for the seven-week pro-
gram by calling 270-4290. The class 
begins at 11 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 20 
and costs $25. Payments must be 
made to the Fitchburg Senior Center 
and are due by Tuesday, Jan. 13.

Calendar Coming Up
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Christmas 
Eve

Wednesday, December 24
Family Worship - 3pm 

Candlelight Worship - 5pm

Sunday Morning Worship Times 
8:30 a.m.-Classic Service 

10:45 a.m.-New Song Service

All Saints Lutheran Church
Corner of Hwy. PD/McKee Rd.  

& Chapel Valley Rd. 
Fitchburg, WI 53711 

276-7729 • www.allsaints-madison.org
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Join Us On The  
Way To Christmas

Regular Sunday Worship 
8:15 and 10:00 a.m.

Craft and Cookie Sale 
Saturday, December 13, 9:00 a.m. to noon

Music Sunday - Choir & Bells 
Sunday, December 14, 10:00 a.m.

Longest Night Service 
Sunday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve 
Family Service at 5:00 p.m. 

Candles, Carols & Communion at 7:00 p.m.

Details about special holiday services and events at www.memorialucc.org

Memorial United Church of Christ 
5705 Lacy Rd., Fitchburg + 273-1008 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. ad
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Photo courtesy Linda Friend

A happy 
Thanksgiving
The Boys & Girls Club com-
munity Thanksgiving meal 
featured a poetry slam, music 
and children’s performances at 
the Allied Family Center on Nov. 
25. More than 200 families were 
served a Thanksgiving meal at 
the Boys & Girls Club event. 

Fitchburg resident receives Fulbright award
Fitchburg native Amy 

Porter is one of seven 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison doctorate stu-
dents who received a grant 
through the Fulbright-
Hays Doctoral Dissertation 
Research Abroad program.

Por te r  p lans  to  use 
$26,447 in funding during 
upcoming research in Sen-
egal, where she is working 
on a project called, “Sene-
gal, Poverty and Enterprise 
– Negotiating ‘Good’ Eco-
nomic Practice in Dakar, 
Senegal.”

 Porter, who attended 
Verona Area public schools 
through eighth grade before 
attending Edgewood High 
School, said she applied for 

t he  award 
as a means 
to fund an 
e x t e n d e d 
p e r i o d  o f 
dissertation 
research in 
Dakar,  the 
cap i t a l  o f 
Senegal, in 
West Africa. 

She lived in Dakar all last 

year, learning the local lan-
guage of Wolof while com-
pleting initial research for 
her Ph.D. in Educational 
Policy Studies. 

The Fulbright award will 
be used to extend this pre-
liminary research on young 
adults’ – particularly young 
women’s – understanding 

of good economic practic-
es.  In January, Porter plans 
to return to Dakar to follow 
up with research partici-
pants she met last year, and 
to work with selected orga-
nizations that support and 
encourage young adults’ 
economic activities.

Amy Porter

Fitchburg woman 
receives Thanksgiving 
Dinner Giveaway

Fitchburg resident Onita 
Mclin received a Thanks-
giving Dinner Giveaway 
from Diversified Personnel 
Services in Madison, staff-
ing division of Opportuni-
ties, Inc.

E a c h  D P S  l o c a t i o n , 
including Fort Atkinson, 
Watertown, Oconomowoc 
and Madison, "selects a 
deserving recipient who has 
shown great teamwork and 
dedication," a news release 
said.

The giveaway included 
a box full of Thanksgiving 
dinner items.

Mclin has worked with 
DPS since June, and was 
“beyond grateful  to be 
selected," the release said.

"Her hard work ethic 
and great attitude make her 
a joy to be around and to 
work with," it said.

Opportunities, Inc., is a 
not-for-profit training and 
employment organization.

Photo submitted

Fitchburg resident Onita Mclin received a Thanksgiving Dinner 
Giveaway from Diversified Personnel Services in Madison.

Berbee 
Derby
More than 4,800 
people participated 
in the Berbee Derby 
10K/5K runs, and 
nearly 1,000 others 
in the walk, on a 
chilly Thanksgiving 
morning in 
Fitchburg. 

Right, Kayla 
Zander, of St. Louis 
Park, Minn., runs 
the 10K in a turkey 
costume.

Left, Michael 
Pajewski, of 
Madison, wears a 
turkey hat while 
warming up for the 
10K.

Photos by Samantha 
Christian

Photos by Karina Galván

Launch party
The library held a Launch Into Fun event Thursday, Dec. 4, where kids made “rocket 
launchers” and catapults with household supplies. 

Above, Arinava Prabhakaran,2, launches a rubber ball into the air.

Left, Adelyn Page, 5, launches a paper rocket by blowing air into a straw.

Get  
ConneCted

Find updates and  
links right away.

Search for us on 
Facebook as  

“Fitchburg Star”  
and then LIKE us.
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KK Lawn  
& Sport

We service all brands of snow blowers

Sales & Service 
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;  

Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., also by appointment

220 Janesville St., Oregon • kklawnsport.com 

835-0100
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Care coordinated 
around you.
At At Meriter-UnityPoint Health, getting 
you healthy and keeping you that way 
is important to us. Because your health is 
important to you. By working together as a 
team and involving you in the decision making, 
we create a plan based on your goals and then 
coordinate the care you need to achieve them. 
From annual exams and preventative care 
to treatment for illnesses and injuries, your 
primary care doctor manages your ongoing 
care. So you can be your healthiest. 

The point of everything we do is you.

000647e.mm3-1   10/14   CS

Find a doctor at meriter.com

Meriter Fitchburg
2690 Research Park Dr., Ste. F  |  Fitchburg, WI 53711 
(608) 417-8585

M & Th: 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
T, Th & F: 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Family Medicine Physicians:

Cheryl Martin-Foster, MD 
James Shropshire, MD
W. Michael Wilson, MD

Proud to offer same-day and extended hour appointments!
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adno=380710-01

Fitchburg
2980 Cahill Main

268-4444

Oregon
710 Janesville St.

835-0883 

Verona 
1021 N. Edge Trail 

848-7000 

$2 Off Family Size Pizza

Offer expires 12/30/14 papamurphys.com     Not valid with other offers

Something for  
Every Occasion!

Cards ★ Candy 
Unique Gifts 

Badger/Packer Items

Quality Made, Reasonably Priced

Full Service Postal Station Available  
(in Fitchburg only)

Sue’s Hallmark
3000 Cahill Main, Fitchburg 

273-3565

6909 University Avenue, Middleton 
831-2221
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‘Tis the season
Fitchburg held its annual Holiday Party Sunday, Dec. 7, featuring a Lego train 
show, plenty of climbing around and special guest Santa. The event also began 
the judging of the Sustainable Castle competition, with cardboard castles for kids 
to climb around on that others had designed and built. Donations of a dollar were 
used for votes, and the money will go to Fitchburg Fields, a nonprofit food-growing 
organization. 

Above, Deja, 3, right, laughs as she comes to the end of the bouncy obstacle 
course for the second time in a five-minute span. 

Below, Zach, 4, left, and John Pirnstill, of Fitchburg, take a look at the passing train 
after Zach finished controlling one of the other mini-trains on the set of tracks.

See more photos
View photos from the Fitchburg Holiday Party and other events online at:

UNGphotos.SmugMug.com
Photos by Scott Girard

Santa and Sophia Lymburner, 10, left, wait to hear from Christian 
Lymburner, 8, on what he wants for Christmas.

A pair of girls check out one of the sustainable 
castles.
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turn it down 
when you’re not around

Save energy and money this winter. Turn back your 
thermostat while asleep or at work. Each degree can 
save 1% on your heating bill. If we all setback 1˚, 
we’ll save enough gas for 3,100 homes. Bigger  
setbacks save even more.

Visit mge.com/setback to calculate your savings  
or call 252-7117. ad
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Tina’s Home 
Cleaning, LLC

Specializing in Residential Cleaning
Insured • 12 Years Experience

Reliable • Free Estimates

835-0339 • 513-3638
tinashomecleaning@gmail.com

adno=371859-01

Buick GMC West

Serving Southern WiSconSin for 49 YearS!
1601 W. Beltline hWY, MadiSon, Wi  53713
ziMBrickBuickWeSt.coM    ·    608-270-7799

Deck the hallS
2015 GMC 1500 Sierra SLe DoubLe Cab

2015 GMC Terrain 

CHeCK ouT THe 2014 buiCK enCore!!
Starting at $25,225, you can lease 
this type of luxury for onlY 
$225~ per month, or you can 
own it with available 
zero Percent 
financing~~!

neW 2015 buiCK Verano!

~36 month, 12000 mile per year lease, with $2225 
due at signing, with tax, title, doc fee, and licensing 
extra. Stock #14-0415. Offer good to approved credit. 
Sale ends 12/31/2014.  ~~Zero percent offer available to approved credit up to 60 months. No down payment required.

+36 month, 12000 mile per year lease, with $2250 due at signing, 
with tax, title, doc fee, and licensing extra. Stock #15-1117. 

Offer good to approved credit. Sale ends 12/31/2014.
++ Price includes applicable incentives. While no down payment 

is required, tax, title, doc fee, and licensing are extra. Stock #15-1117. 
Offer good to approved credit. Sale ends 12/31/2014.

leases starting at $249^ per month! or... Buy from $23,833^^!
^36 month, 12000 mile per year lease, with 
$2249 due at signing, with tax, title, doc fee, 
and licensing extra. Stock #15-0064. 
Offer good to approved credit. 
Sale ends 12/31/2014.
^^Price includes applicable 
incentives. While no down 
payment is required, tax, title, 
doc fee, and licensing are extra. 
Stock #15-0064. Offer good to 
approved credit. Sale ends 12/31/2014.

Sierra 1500 Sle double cab 4x4 with 4g 
lte hotspot, z71 off-road suspension, 
trailering Package, 5.3l v8, and much 
more!  lease for $299* per month!  
or… Buy from $36,343**!

*36 month, 12000 mile per year lease, with $2299 due at 
signing, with tax, title, doc fee, and licensing extra. Stock 
#15-1090. Offer good to approved credit. Sale ends 12/31/2014.
** Price includes applicable incentives. While no down payment is required, tax, title, doc fee, and licensing are extra. 
Stock #15-1090. Offer good to approved credit. Sale ends 12/31/2014.

great mileage with the 2.4l engine, 4g lte hot spot, 
and much, much more! lease for $199+ per month! 
or… Buy from $24,185++!
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Madison schools

A Fluent Influence
West High teacher wins foreign language award

SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

Deana Zorko grew up with 
her father’s side of the family 
speaking Italian around her 
house daily.

“From an early age, I just 
kind of had the language 
bug,” Zorko said of her time 
growing up on the south side 
of Chicago.

But when she and her 
family moved to Poynette, 
Spanish was the only for-
eign language offered, so she 
embraced it.

Years later, she is an 
award-winning teacher of the 
language at Madison West 
High School.

The Wisconsin Associa-
tion for Language Teachers 
(WAFLT) named the Fitch-
burg resident the 2015 Teach-
er of the Year in November.

“I’m feeling humbled and 
very, very honored by all of 
it,” she told the Star.

Zorko received the award 
at the WAFLT annual confer-
ence Nov. 7, and said stand-
ing in front of her colleagues 
to be honored was a special 
experience.

“All I could see were 
people I considered world 
language teacher icons and 
mentors,” she recalled. “It 
just seemed surreal, like 
I shouldn’t be the one up 
front.”

A former colleague, Lauren 
Rosen, had no doubt Zorko 
deserved to be up front.

“There’s some people 
that I believe were just born 
to teach,” said Rosen, who 
taught with Zorko in Middle-
ton nearly 20 years ago before 
getting her master’s degree. 
“It’s not just about teaching 
Spanish (for Zorko). It’s real-
ly getting students to be more 
globally competent.”

Immersive classroom
Zorko herself mentioned 

a similar concept, saying she 
hopes to ensure every student 
she has can experience more 
than just the language.

“If kids can’t travel, if kids 
can’t be exposed to the lan-
guage, I can bring all that into 
the classroom for however 
many minutes I have them 
for complete immersion,” she 
said.

She highlighted lessons 
on social justice in Spanish-
speaking countries or hav-
ing her students read through 

Pablo Neruda 
o d e s  a n d 
e v e n t u a l l y 
wri te  their 
own.

“You just 
kind of push 
students just a 
little beyond 
thei r  com-
f o r t  z o n e 

in vocabulary,” Zorko said. 
“Moving way far away from 
that old school idea of fill in 
the blank, verb conjugation, 
grammar translation.”

‘A great challenge’
She first entered the teach-

ing world while majoring in 
Spanish at the University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire after 
spending a year teaching Eng-
lish in Spain.

“I just fell in love with it,” 
she said. “It was a great chal-
lenge and good brain food for 
my mind in being creative.”

Now in her 25th year of 
teaching, and first at West, 
Zorko has also had to over-
come a pair of recent health 
battles to continue practicing 
her passion. In April 2013, she 
required a dual organ trans-
plant following complications 
from diabetes, and she had 
back surgery earlier this year, 

causing her to miss the past 
few weeks of school.

“I can’t stay away that 
long,” she said, adding she 
hoped to be back before winter 
break. “This is what I do and 
this is what I love to do.”

She credited everyone who 
has helped her through those 
situations, including the organ 
donors, doctors and surgeons, 
for her ability to keep teach-
ing.

Looking ahead
The next step for Zorko 

is competing with 16 state 
Teacher of the Year win-
ners for the regional award in 
March. The regional winner 
will move to nationals, where 
the winner will be announced 
next November.

Zorko said that she’s look-
ing forward to the process 
despite the overwhelming 
work it adds, requiring a port-
folio of data, videos and rec-
ommendations.

In the meantime, she said 
she would continue to inno-
vate in the classroom, whether 
it’s lesson planning or technol-
ogy.

“What I used to say a lot 
about my teaching is I’m very 
eclectic,” she said. “I look at 
the new trends, new standards, 
and kind of mesh them with 
what I’m already doing and 
then keep going.”

Tito’s Readathlon at Leopold Elementary
Leopold Elementary School held Tito’s Readathlon on Tuesday, Dec. 2, featuring poetry and book read-
ings with authors, playwriting, playacting, literacy games and book swaps.

At right, Tito the Timberwolf mascot draws a face on a squash while Yasmine Kinney, 5, of Madison, 
left, and Sophia Bovee, 7, of Fitchburg, look on after Fitchburg author Pat Zietlow-Miller, not pictured, 
read her book “Sophie’s Squash.”

Below, Christopher Gaus, 16, of Madison, left, and Cam Gorman, 17, of Madison, right, help Miles 
Dawkins, 7, of Madison, make a bookmark.

Photos by Katelyn Bracken (right) and Brianne Hageman (below) 

Zorko
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"Best" claim based on Net Promoter Scores from 2013 via Listen360.com

The best gift is
the best massage.

608.442.7300
elementsmassage.com/�tchburg

Fitchburg
Orchard Pointe
6317 McKee Rd
Fitchburg, WI  53719

Sessions include time for consultation and dressing.
May not be combined with any other o�ers or discounts.
Limited time o�er.
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New Indoor Location
Fitchburg Community Center

5510 Lacy Road

NOW INDOOR 
Through Dec. 18 

Every Thursday, 3-6 p.m.

District looks to avoid ‘brain drain’
Compensation 
referendum would 
revise pay scale to 
recruit, retain best 
educators
SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Unified Newspaper Group

When Oregon School Dis-
trict residents went to the polls 
on Nov. 4, they approved by 
more than a 60-40 margin 
two referendums designed to 
improve the district’s build-
ings and facilities. 

Now, a committee of 
teachers, district officials 
and school board members 
is working on another refer-
endum planned for April to 
improve teacher compensa-
tion and opportunities, with 
hopes to keep teachers in the 
district. 

Under the current salary 
schedule, teachers receive 
pay increases only through 
years of service and by 
obtaining additional cred-
its. Progression is relatively 
automatic, and it takes 25 
years to reach the top of the 
pay scale. 

The proposed model calls 
for teachers to have more 
choice over their progres-
sion, learning plan and time 
commitments outside regu-
lar job duties, something 
committee members hope 
will “attract, develop and 
retain” high quality teachers.

“Educators can move 
much faster through the 

levels, which encourages 
professional growth and mas-
tery, and boosts career earn-
ings,” committee members 
wrote in a report delivered to 
the board in November. 

Oregon Education Asso-
ciation (OEA) and teacher 
compensation committee 
member Jon Fishwild said 
a new compensation plan is 
needed because the district 
has had no “defined com-
pensation system” in place 
since the Act 10 “Budget 
Repair Bill” was passed by 
state legislators in 2011, 
which limits how a teacher 
can “get ahead.”

“For the most part, the 
only way for a teacher to 
get ahead right now is to 
complete a district-approved 
master’s program,” he said. 
“Those who are not doing so 
or who already have done so 
for the most part only get a 
cost-of-living increase.”

School board member 
Gwen Maitzen said teachers 
are “really behind” in terms 
of cost of living and health 
care, something the board 
hopes to address with the 
new compensation plan.

“Their increases were 
sucked up by health care 
increases, and in some cases 
teachers are losing money, 
and that’s not right,” she 
said. “Times are tough, but 
these are highly qualified 
professionals.”

Maitzen and two others 
were elected in April after 
running on a platform that 
centered around improving 
relations with teachers, and 

this proposed referendum is 
a tangible result.  The new 
teacher compensation model 
would include six levels for 
teachers, from “beginning 
educator” to “leading educa-
tor,” with a sliding scale for 
pay and responsibilities. 

Beginning educators 
would start at $40,000 per 
year, or $44,000 for those 
with master’s degrees. That 
compares to a starting salary 
for the 2013-14 school year 
of $36,745. No educator 
would lose compensation as 
a result of initial placement 
on this system. 

Once an educator moves 
out of the Beginning Edu-
cator level, he or she could 
move either up or down. 
Higher levels have addi-
tional ongoing requirements, 
such as extra days outside 
the normal contract.

For those with fewer than 
five years experience, the 
district would give credit for 
other years of relevant edu-
cation experience outside the 
district. 

Why a referendum?
To give any teacher a raise 

above cost-of-living under 
the current structure, Fish-
wild said the district has to 
“dive into other parts of the 
budget,” as the state is not 
providing any further rev-
enue assistance.

“Without a new teacher 
compensation system, teach-
ers will not be able to earn a 
professional wage,” he said. 
“We are competing with 
other districts and with jobs 

outside of education – peo-
ple just aren’t going to see 
teaching in Wisconsin as a 
reliable means of sustain-
ing a family if we don’t alter 
how we fund our schools.”

In the wake of the Act 10, 
however, this has become 
more costly for school dis-
tricts. In June, as part of the 
2013-14 contract negoti-
ated between the district and 
the OEA, most educators 
received a 2.07 percent wage 
increase. The exceptions were 
a handful of teachers in tech-
nology education and agricul-
ture departments who earlier 
in the year received a separate 
supplemental pay contract – 
for some as high as $10,000 
– as their positions were 
deemed to be high-demand. 

District human resources 
director Jina Jonen said Act 
10 has forced districts to 
adapt.

“Teachers are much more 
mobile than they ever have 
been,” she said. “We want to 
keep our quality folks here, 
because we invest a lot of 
time and energy and support 
in finding the teachers who 
are the best fit for us and 
training them.”

School board member Rae 
Vogeler said the planned 
April referendum should 
be viewed as the second of 
a two-part plan for invest-
ing in the schools – the first 
being the successful Novem-
ber referendums. 

“We know that quality 
education is not just about the 
buildings, but those inside the 
buildings,” she said.

Photo by  Scott De Laruelle

Oregon High School students Cameron Telfer and Tyler Hale talk 
about a project during the video game development class.

What’s online?

Oregon schools

Read more Oregon School Distr ict  s tories at  
ConnectFitchburg.com, including the full story on the 
teacher compensation referendum and the following:

More than a game
Every year, a group of Oregon High School students is 

learning sophisticated skills to work in a rapidly growing, 
multi-billion dollar industry where high-paying jobs are 
the standard. 

They make use of a wide variety of subject areas, 
including math, science, art and even history.

Oh, and it’s all based around video games.

Investigation clears coach
An independent investigation of Oregon High School 

basketball coach Jon Nedelcoff has concluded after school 
board members decided he did not violate district policy. 

Nedelcoff had been accused earlier this fall of past bul-
lying behavior by two parents of a former player, allega-
tions that were repeated during the public comment period 
of an Oct. 12 school board meeting and brought up at the 
next meeting, Oct. 26, with around 150 of Nedelcoff’s 
supporters in attendance.

Board members made their decision at a closed session 
meeting Dec. 4 after receiving an oral report from inde-
pendent investigator Malina Piontek, a Madison-based 
attorney who specializes in public education, employment 
and labor law. She is now putting together an official writ-
ten report for district officials, said school board president 
Dan Krause.  
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Your locally owned grocer for over 100 years.

210 S. Main St., Verona • (608) 845-6478

From Our Family To Yours

Happy Holidays

adno=380708-01

NCS charter gets OK
Core Knowledge 
presents limited 
changes
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

The Verona Area School 
District’s two oldest char-
ter schools each took a step 
forward Dec. 1 in setting up 
their next five years.

For New Century School, 
that was gaining approval 
from the school board to spend 
the years until another charter 
renewal is required in 2019 
transitioning to a science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
(STEM) curriculum.

Meanwhile, Core Knowl-
edge Charter School brought 
its charter renewal proposal 
to the board with few chang-
es to what it’s been doing in 
the 18 years since it opened.

Board members unanimous-
ly approved the NCS agree-
ment, and did not signal much 
hesitation toward CKCS’ pro-
posal, which will be voted on 
Dec. 15. The NCS charter will 
allow the school to focus on 
STEM classes in addition to 
the environmental curriculum 
it brought in five years ago.

“That’s going to set you 
up real well for the next 
five years,” board president 
Dennis Beres said in praise 
of the new agreement.

Most of the changes in 
the CKCS agreement are 
related to new state tests 
and standards. The proposal 
would be good through the 

2019-20 school year.
Philosophical tack

The discussion turned a 
bit more philosophical after 
board member Renee Zook 
questioned why neither school 
requested exemptions from 
Department of Public Instruc-
tion requirements. Those 
exemptions are something a 
more recently created charter, 
the Exploration Academy, 
had in its charter agreement 
and was a major reason why it 
needed to be a charter.

“I’m just thinking when 
we have a school that’s been 
in existence since 1996 … 
why this can’t be offered as 
a choice in our school dis-
trict rather than something 
that has to be chartered 
every five years,” Zook said.

Superintendent Dean Gor-
rell explained that EA need-
ed exemptions from time in 
seats and attendance require-
ments for what it had pro-
posed, unlike CKCS, NCS or 
the district’s other charters, 
which instead stand apart 
because of their curriculum.

That struck Zook, and 
boa rd  member  Joanne 
Gauthier,  as something 
that could perhaps then be 
implemented in the district’s 
attendance area schools. 
That’s her entire philosophy 
behind charters, she said.

“If you have something 
that’s proven that it works, 
then let’s offer i t  as a 
choice,” Zook said. “(Board 
members should) think about 
what our board philosophy is 
… with charter schools with 
a proven track record.”

West End extension
The board also approved 

an extension to the deadline 
for West End property owner 
Vanta Properties to meet a set 
of contingencies on a purchase 
agreement that is expected to 
go to voters next spring.

Vanta Properties, which 
owns one of the parcels of 
land the district has agreed 
to purchase if voters approve 
it in an April referendum, 
needs to get signatures of 
“condominium” owners on 
the neighboring property as 
one of the contingencies on 
the purchase agreement.

The property was divided 
into many condominium 
parcels rather than platted as 
an alternate form of owner-
ship and development, City 
of Verona planning director 
Adam Sayre explained to the 
Fitchburg Star. That protected 
the land from certain state 
easements but has compli-
cated some of the paperwork 
for this transaction. Owners 
include UW Credit Union, a 
hotel developer, an apartment 
developer and multiple banks.

The original deadline was 
Dec. 1, but Vanta said it could 
not meet that and asked for an 
extension to Jan. 15. Given 
other deadlines for the school 
board around approving the 
referendum question, they 
compromised and settled on a 
Dec. 31 deadline.

Gorrell said he understood 
that Vanta has had conversa-
tions on the subject with all 
of the property owners, but 
has not received all of the 
necessary signatures.

The board unanimously 
approved the change. 
Teacher compensation

Gorrell reported the first 
meeting of the district’s 
alternative compensation 
committee brought a few 
ideas for future changes to 
compensation structures. 

The committee includes 
district administrators and 
representatives from the 
Verona Area Education 
Association, the union for 
most teachers in VASD.

Gorrell said a survey of 
district staff indicated a 
“great deal of interest” in 
looking at alternative com-
pensation to the approach the 
district has used for years. 

He said a model that would 
allow the district to “attract, 
motivate and retain quality 
employees” is the goal, and 
he emphasized nobody’s sal-
ary would be reduced.
MSAN

The Verona Area High 
School Minority Student 
Ach ievemen t  Ne twork 
(MSAN) will host the 2015 
national MSAN conference.

The students attended the 
conference in October in 
Michigan, and next year will 
plan out the Oct. 7-9 confer-
ence for around 250 attend-
ees from around the country. 

The conference will be at the 
Concourse Hotel in Madison 
and include a tour of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Fitchburg Star editor Jim 
Ferolie contributed to this 

story.

Photo by Scott Girard 

Stoner Prairie Elementary School is one of the schools in the 
district closer to a 1:1 ratio between students and devices. Above, 
from left, Jamie Puent, Brynn Stacey and Sotera Boado play with 
iPads during “SP Design Lab,” which takes place every Tuesday 
and Thursday.

What’s online?

Verona schools

Read more Verona Area School District stories at 
ConnectFitchburg.com, including the following:

Equalizing the ‘utility’
The Verona Area School District has had dozens of 

conversations about inequality in recent years.
But this time, it’s not the usual test scores or access to 

high-level classes for low-income and minority students. 
Instead, it’s the access to mobile devices at school.

Future Schools Committee update
In 2010, the Sun Prairie Area School District opened a 

new high school for grades 10-12.
This year, the Middleton-Cross Plains School District 

added fifth-graders to its traditional grades 6-8 middle 
schools.

But whether either of those configurations or another 
alternative would work in the Verona Area School Dis-
trict remains to be seen. 

That’s one of the key questions for members of the 
district’s Future Schools Committee, which held its 
second meeting last week – and its first since May. So 
they’re hoping for help from those nearby districts that 
have recently undergone transitions VASD is consider-
ing.
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Regents ready to contend for title
EVAN HALPOP
Unified Newspaper Group

Madison West High School boys 
hockey head coach Bret Farley said 
his team is ready to contend for the 
Big Eight Conference title with 13 
returning letterwinners and a strong 
field of newcomers with junior 
league experience. 

Farley, speaking before the sea-
son opener on Friday, Nov. 28, 
against Hayward at the Madison Ice 
Arena, pointed to the leadership of 
players such as senior goalie Henry 
Cutting as key to the team’s early 
defensive success. Cutting is back 
on the ice after a junior season in 
which he saved 304 out of 324 shots 
on goal with a save percentage of  
.938 during the regular season.

Farley also said sophomore for-
wards Max Frey, who played five 
games for the Madison Capitols last 
year, Schuyler Hedican, who played 
26 games for the junior Admirals 
as a freshman, Dean Fuhrmann and 

VAHS girls swimming

Photo by Jeremy Jones

Verona Area High School junior Beata Nelson splashes to a new national high school and 15-16 National Age Group record in the 100-meter butterfly with a time of 51.7 seconds Saturday, Nov. 15, at the 
WIAA Division 1 state girls swimming championships inside the University of Wisconsin-Madison Natatorium. Nelson also added state titles in the 100 backstroke (her third) and a second 200 free relay crown. 

National record-Beata
Verona junior wins three state 
titles, adds to records
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Inside the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison Natatorium hangs a series of clocks 
counting down – among other things – the 
exact number of days and hours until the 
2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

Some 629 days from potentially swim-
ming in Brazil, and with the Olympic time 
trials next summer, 16-year-old Verona 
Area/Mount Horeb junior Beata Nelson 
capped yet another stellar season at the 
WIAA Division 1 girls state swimming and 
diving championships.

Already the defending record holder in 
three individual events, Nelson went a step 
further Saturday, Nov. 15, breaking Katie 
McLaughlin of St. Margarita (Cali.) High 
School’s national high school and 15-16 
national age group record in 51.7 seconds.

“National record holder. It sounds awe-
some,” said Nelson, whose time was two 
seconds faster than a week ago at section-
als. “I really had no expectations.” 

While breaking 52 seconds was a goal 
she set for myself at the end of last season, 
she didn’t talk about it much.

“I didn’t want to put too much pressure 
on myself, but I really wanted the record,” 
she said. “When I saw my time flash I just 
wanted to cry. I’m speechless.”

Having no idea what the record was last 
season, Nelson couldn’t believe she came 

within seven-hundredths-of-a-second.
“This year I was very aware of what the 

record was,” she said. “I didn’t have a have 
a very good finish, but 51.7. I can’t say 
much more than that.”

Shortly after her records-shattering swim, 
Nelson received a standing ovation from the 
capacity crowd of 1,500 spectators.

Having been watching Nelson swim 
since the age of 6, Wildcats head coach Bill 
Wuerger said, “I think I’m to the point now 
where nothing she does surprises me. How-
ever fast she swam in the past, she always 
finds a way to go faster. ”

The defending state champion in the 100 
backstroke as well, Nelson broke her own 
state record by four-hundredths of a second 
with a 53.15. Sophomore Appleton North 
Britt Horn finished second 3.61 seconds 

later in 56.76.
“Every time I swim an event, my jaw just 

drops when I look at the board,” she said.
After just missing the 200 freestyle relay 

state record a year ago, sophomores Maizie 
Seidl and Kristi Larsen and senior Shelby 
Rozeboom joined Nelson to break the six-
year state record of Madison East and shock 
Arrowhead with a time of 1:33.51. 

It was more than a three-and-a-half sec-
ond PR for the Wildcats. Arrowhead post-
ed nearly a second best PR but still had to 
settle for second – well behind Verona in 
1:34.91.

“It was absolutely amazing,” said Roze-
boom, the lone senior on the relay. “We 
set the goal to defend our title and I’m so 

MWHS boys hockey OHS girls basketball

Defense halts Edgewood
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

Pressure is an understate-
ment when talking about the 
Oregon High School girls 
basketball team’s perfor-
mance Tuesday, Dec. 2, in 
a 46-35 win over Madison 
Edgewood.

The host Panthers (1-2 
overall, 1-0 Badger South) 
bottled up the Crusaders for 
much of the night and col-
lected 12 total steals while 
holding sophomore Estella 
Moschkau to just six points.

The defense also held 
Edgewood senior Emma 
Meriggioli to seven points 
in the first three quarters, 
though she ended up with 16 
in the end.

“We don’t have a star. We 
play team defense and that is 
something we stress,” head 
coach Corey Sielaff said. 
“We talked about getting 
our hands up, using our feet,  
talking and communicating.

“Emma is a fantastic scor-
er, and Estella inside is really 
unstoppable if she gets posi-
tion, so I was really happy 
with the way we played 
help-side post defense ... We 
forced them to take tough 
stops.”

Senior forward Riley 
Rosemeyer was one of the 
catalysts on defense and also 
helped Oregon win the battle 
in the paint. She collected 
13 points, 10 rebounds, five 
steals and two blocks.

Junior guard Leah Koop-
man added three steals for 
the defense.

“We got into a little bit of 
foul trouble, but our big thing 
is that we play everyone the 
same,” Rosemeyer said. “We 
are going to play hard no 
matter if you are a 3-point 
shooter or a post player, and 
we did what we needed to do 
defensively.”

B e s i d e s  R o s e m e y e r , 

Turn to VAHS swim/Page 16

Turn to MW hockey/Page 16 Turn to OHS girls/Page 17

Photo by Evan Halpop

Madison West senior forward Max Lentz (left) flips his first goal past Sun Prairie senior 
goalie Jake Thorton 1 minute, 17 seconds into the first period Tuesday, Dec. 2, in a Big 
Eight match at Madison Ice Arena. Regents sophomore forward Mick Messner tallied the 
assist. 
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Thrilling finish ices Norskies
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Cole Hefty said it wasn’t the best shot 
he’s ever taken, but somehow the senior 
defenseman  still managed to put the 
puck into the net for a 4-3 overtime vic-
tory Tuesday, Dec. 2, inside the Oregon 
Community Ice Arena.

Despite outshooting the visiting 
DeForest Norskies 48-8 in a Badger 
Conference crossover game, the Pan-
thers needed a pair of third-period goals 
and a lucky break on Hefty’s shot in 
overtime to prevail. 

“The puck chipped up to me along the 
blue line and I just tried to get it on net. 
It was one of the worst shots I’ve ever 
taken,” said Hefty who scored the game-
winner 43 seconds into overtime. “The 
goalie wasn’t paying attention, I guess, 
and it went in.”

Senior forward Joey Andriacchi cut 
DeForest’s two-goal lead in half on the 
power play early in the second period. 

Despite outplaying the Norskies, 
which led to several opportunities in the 
period, Oregon struggled to capitalize 
and eventually saw the visitors go back 
up by two thanks to Logan Wright’s 
short-handed goal.

The Panthers kept chipping away 
and eventually picked up a power-play 
goal from junior forward Dylan Ziomek 
before senior forward Collin Bundy 
knotted the score with 2 minutes left in 
regulation.

Sophomore Henry Roskos stopped 
five of eight shots on goal, while Brock 
Suchomel turned away 44 of 48. 

“I thought from the second period on, 
we completely outplayed DeForest,” 
Oregon head coach Rick Fleming said. 
“What was disappointing that we didn’t 
come out with the energy I was hoping 

for in our first home game. That’s a little 
concerning.”

Madison Memorial 4, Oregon 0
Oregon managed just 10 shots en 

route to a 4-0 loss Tuesday, Nov. 25, 
inside Madison Ice Arena.

The area’s top forward and Univer-
sity of Massachusetts recruit, Ty Pelton-
Byce scored short-handed and even-
strength goals and added an assist in the 
win. Jacob Padley added a goal and two 
assists, while Riley Karns also scored a 
goal.

Roskos turned away 41 of 45 shots on 
goal. Memorial sophomore Ryan Kenny 
stopped all 10 shots he faced to earn the 
shutout.

Appleton United 4, Oregon 0
Although has faced two of the top 10 

ranked teams in the state in its first three 
games, losing both by an identical 4-0 
final, Fleming said the similarities stop 

there.
“I look at our team, and even though 

we lost to a good Appleton United team 
tonight, I thought we took a great step 
forward,” Fleming said. “Our guys did 
everything I asked, getting pucks deep 
and getting end zone time. They execut-
ed our system to perfection.”

Seventh-ranked Appleton United 
(5-0-0) didn’t waste its opportunities as 
junior forward Trenton Bliss gave the 
visitors a one-goal lead early in the sec-
ond period with a wrist slot in the high 
slot. He then extended the lead by flip-
ping a short-handed goal over Roskos 
less than three minutes into the third 
period. 

The dagger for the Panthers Bundy’s 
boarding major at 12:37, which led to 
a pair of sophomore forward Matthew 
Gruber power-play goals.

“I thought we played a very disci-
plined game up to the penalty,” Fleming 
said.”

UW Health focuses on building 
a comfortable relationship with 

our patients and their families 
so they can partner on 

addressing the patient’s 
health care needs.

We provide a 
comprehensive 
approach to 
care for all 

members of your 
family including routine 

health supervision and 
follow-up of chronic problems.

Visit uwhealth.org/findadoctor  
for more information about  
UW Health providers.

To schedule an appointment,  
call (608) 274-5300.

Health Care for the

Entire Family

CP-41409-14
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Oregon High School

Boys swimming

Panthers break four school 
records in loss to DeForest
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

Oregon’s top four swim-
mers combined to win five 
of 11 events and break four 
school records Tuesday, Dec. 
2, in a 101-64 loss to DeFor-
est.

Freshman Ian Charles led 
off the meet with along with 
Eli Rule, Jake Larsen and 
Jackson Marsden to post a 
school record meter time of 
1:58.10 in the 200 medley 
relay.

Charles later added the 
backstroke title in 1:11.09, 
but it was the performance 
of Larsen that had everyone 
inside the Oregon Commu-
nity Pool talking.

Minutes after guiding the 
Panthers’ medley to vic-
tory, Larsen dove back into 
the pool to post yet another 
record, taking the 200 free in 
2:04.21. He later added a sec-
ond-place finish in the 100 fly 
before helping set yet another 
record as the lead leg of the 
first place 400 free relay in 
27.20.

Charles, Marsden, Rule 
and Larsen were just off the 
school record pace in the 400 
free.

Rule clocked the team’s 
final benchmark, taking sec-
ond in the 100 breaststroke 
(1:15.66).

Oregon’s other win of the 
evening came in the 100 free 

where Marsden posted  a 
1:00.38.

Sun Prairie Invitational
Oregon reached the medal 

podium in four events Satur-
day, Dec. 6, at the Sun Prairie 
Invitational.

The Panthers’ top relay 
team of Charles, Rule, Larsen 
and Marsden led off the meet 
by finishing sixth overall on 
the 200-yard medley relay in 
1:46.14.

Larsen went on to add a 
fourth-place finish in both 
events he has state aspira-
tions in this season, posting a 
1:51.52 in the 200 free and a 
56.22 in the 100 fly.

Rule turned in Oregon’s 
final trip to the medal stand, 
claiming fifth place in the 100 
breaststroke with a time of 
1:06.79.

The Panthers finished sev-
enth overall out of a very 
talented nine-team field with 
107 points.

Oregon saw lifetime-bests 
turned in by David Heim in 
the 100 free, Baptiste Como 
in the 50 free and by Jimmy 
Lutz and Tony Akale in the 
50 and 100 free. Josh Greene 
(50 back, 200 free), David 
Heim (50 fly, 200 free), 
Ryan Wood (50 breast, 100 
breast and 500 free), Marsden 
(50, 100 free), Charles (100 
fly, 100 back) and Rule (50 
breast, 100 free) all recorded 
season-best times.

Boys hockey

Photo by Jeremy Jones

Senior forward Collin Bundy (10) celebrates his game-tying goal with 2 minutes remain-
ing in regulation Tuesday against DeForest with teammates Joey Andriacchi (12) and 
Brandon Michek (16). Oregon twice overcame two-goal deficits to defeat the visiting 
Norskies 4-3 in overtime.
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BrAndS of  
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techniciAnS

6726 Seybold Road, Madison 
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No Setup 
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December!
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 Snowblower 
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Starting at $699

2-Stage Units  
Starting At $799

Youth Parent Information Meeting
January 20, 2015 • 6-8 pm • Badger Ridge Middle School

Optional Open Gym practices begin January 25, 2015, for registered players. Official practices begin in March.

Register NOW!  
2015 Lacrosse Season

(Boys & Girls Grades 2-12)

Lacrosse combines the skills of football, soccer, 
basketball & hockey. Join the fastest growing sport in America!

Early Bird Registration Discount Ends February 1, 2015 (ALL grades)

Lacrosse Holiday Break Clinic
December 29-30, 2014

Grades 2-8 Only
• First-Time Players: 9 am - 10:30 am

• Experienced Players: 10:45 am - 12:15 pm
A great way to try Lacrosse before you join!

Details at: veronalacrosse.com
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Verona Area High School

Johnson, Baltes earn All-
State honorable mentions
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

Senior split end Christian 
Baltes and junior defen-
sive end Trayvonn Johnson 
both were named All-State 
honorable mentions by the 
Wisconsin High School 
Coaches Association this 
season.

Johnson finished with 
82 total tackles (46 solo), 
including eight for a loss. 
He also added five sacks 
and three forced fumbles.

Baltes caught 34 passes 
for 778 yards and seven 
touchdowns. He averaged 
22.9 yards per reception.

Both Baltes and Johnson 
also earned first-team All-
Big Eight honors, joining 
senior offensive lineman 
Dillon Villacrez and junior 
linebacker Sam Favour.

Favour led all Wildcats 
with 101 total tackles (54 
solo), including four for a 
loss. He added two forced 
fumbles, two fumble recov-
eries – one for a touchdown 
– an interception and half a 
sack.

Villacrez anchored an 
offensive line that helped 
Verona get 2,324 yards on 
370 carries (6.3 yards per 
carry) and 25 touchdowns. 

That line also protected 
senior quarterback Noah 
Roberts.

Roberts, a second-team 
all-conference selection, 
completed 92 of 193 pass-
es for 1,490 yards with 
15 touchdowns and eight 
interceptions. 

Also making the second 
team were senior tight end 
Jake Toman, senior running 
back Eric Schmid, senior 

File photos by Anthony Iozzo

Junior defensive lineman Trayvonn Johnson (67) and senior split 
end Christian Baltes (below) earned honorable mention All-State 
and first-team All-Big Eight Conference honors this season.

Football
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Girls basketball

Lost possessions sink Wildcats
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

There aren’t many times that teams 
shooting over 60 percent from the field 
end up on the losing end, but turnovers 
doomed the Verona Area High School 
girls basketball team Friday, Dec .4, in 
a 65-62 loss to Middleton.

The Wildcats had 29 lost posses-
sions – 19 in the first half – and Mid-
dleton senior guard Elizabeth Nor-
regaard made them pay with 8-for-11 
shooting from 3-point range, a career 
high, and 32 total points – which tied a 
career high.

“She has such deep range. She real-
ly stretches you,” Verona head coach 
Angie Murphy said. “When she is on, 
she is on. And she likes to pick to be 
on versus us, which always kind of 
stinks.”

Four of Norregaard’s 3-pointers 
came in the fourth quarter. She hit one 
to put Middleton up one to start the 
quarter, and them she hit back-to-back 
deep shots sandwiching a Verona turn-
over to put the Cardinals up 56-50.

The Wildcats battled back to take 
a 60-56 lead with under two minutes 
to play, but Norregaard once again 
swished a 3-pointer to cut Middleton’s 
deficit to just one.

And she did it all with four fouls.
“She was smart enough not to pick 

up that fifth foul,” Middleton head 
coach Jeff Kind said. “She was uncon-
scious tonight, and in games like this, 
it takes somebody to do that.”

After a Grace Mueller basket, senior 
guard Katie Fermanich and junior 

forward Grace Douglas each scored 
baskets with a Verona turnover in 
between to make it 63-62, Middleton.

Sophomore guard Bria Lemirande 
hit two of four free throws to seal the 
Wildcat’s fate.

But despite the loss, there was much 
for Murphy to be excited about. Junior 
Cheyenne Trilling, who missed all of 
last season with an ACL injury, had 
her best showing so far with 12 points, 

and the post play of Verona was domi-
nant for much of the game.

“For Cheyenne’s third varsity game 
after being off a year, she is really hap-
py with the way she played,” Murphy 
said. “She is a good floor leader out 
there, and she took control.”

Cheyenne Trilling’s play – which 
included a couple of 3-pointers and a 

Boys basketball Boys hockey

Shots don’t fall in losses
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

Verona Area High School 
boys basketball head coach 
Alan Buss said the guys 
need to assert more tough-
ness if they are to bounce 
back from a 70-61 loss to 
Middleton Friday, Dec. 5.

The host Wildcats battled 
back from a double-digit 
deficit to get to within one 
in the third quarter, but the 
shots weren’t falling all 
night.

“We get down, and we 
make a run and get a surge 
of energy. But that energy 
has to be there for four quar-
ters,” Buss said. “It can’t just 
be there for a two-to-three 
minute stretch. … Every 
game we have played, we 
have been down double-
digits. We made them all 

games, but you can’t play 
basketball that way.” 

Kellerman scored nine 
of his 15 points in the third 
quarter, while Schmitz and 
Toman combined for 11.

Schmitz, who hit the only 
first-half 3-pointer for Vero-
na, brought the Wildcats 
within one, 39-38, with his 
second triple of the night.

Schmitz quietly had a big 
fourth quarter with 11 of his 
20 points.

West 55, Verona 51
Verona traveled to Mad-

ison West on Dec. 2 and 
fell 55-51.

The Wildcats were led 
by Kellerman with 21 
points, while sophomore 
guard Nathanie l  Buss 
scored 14.

Schmitz added eight 
points.

Wildcat hockey rebuilding
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

After a three-year state 
tournament run that culmi-
nated with the first WIAA 
state title in program history 
last season, it’s difficult to 
imagine the Wildcats in the 
midst of a rebuilding year. 
That has been the case this 
season as Verona has strug-
gled to find consistent defen-
sive play and goal scorers.

The defending state cham-
pions, which hadn’t lost a 
conference game the past 
two seasons, lost Big Eight 
games to Madison Memo-
rial and Middleton. Verona 
hadn’t dropped back-to-back 
games under head coach 
Joel Marshall’s since fall-
ing to Middleton and Beloit 
each by one goal early in 
the 2010-11 season. The 

2009-10 season marked the 
last time the Wildcats lost 
three straight games.

“Guys are just a little inex-
perienced in their roles this 
year, and being down a few 
guys right out of the gate, 
we’re just struggling to find 
our identity,” Marshall said.

Memorial 5, Verona 0
The Wildcats found them-

selves down three goals 
through one period, giv-
ing up a pair of scores 36 
seconds apart en route to a 
5-0 loss Thursday, Dec. 4, 
against Madison Memorial.

Verona junior goaltender 
Alex Jones made 12 of 15 
shots on goal in the first peri-
od before being replaced by 
Nathan Cleghorn (20 of 22).

Middleton 3, Verona 2
The Wildcats’ schedule 

continued to cut through the 
best of the best in the Big 
Eight on Dec. 13 when Vero-
na traveled to Capitol Ice 
Arena to face Middleton.

Despite jumping out to a 
one-goal lead in the first peri-
od thanks to Grant Smith’s 
first goal of the season, the 
Wildcats were unable to hold 
on as Middleton rattled off 
three-unanswered goals over 
the next period and a half.

Captain Brodie Roehrig 
notched his fourth goal of 
the season to cut the Car-
dinals lead in half with just 
over two-and-a-half minutes 
remaining, but it was as close 
as Verona would get.

Jordan Hylbert, Nolan 
Kouba and Colin Butler tal-
lied goals for Middleton, 
which saw goaltender Max 
McConnell stop 31 of 33 
shots on goal. 

Cleghorn turned away 22 
of 25 in the loss. 

Turn to VAHS girls/Page 16

Photo by Anthony Iozzo

Junior Heather Rudnicki drives past three defenders, including Middleton junior guard 
Grace Douglas (12), looking for junior Kira Opsal in the post Thursday, Dec. 5, against 
Middleton. The Wildcats fell 65-62.
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Regents finish eighth at state
JEREMY JONES
Sports editor

The Madison West girls 
swimming team reached 
the 45th annual  WIAA 
Division 1 medal stand in 
two events Saturday, Nov. 
15.

West’s 200 free relay of 
senior Katie Feller, sopho-
more Katie Cardwell and 
juniors Sydney Higgins 
and Mary First finished a 
team-best fourth overall 
in a season-best 1 minute, 
35.96 seconds.

The Regents closed out 
the meet matching the 200 
relays finish with a sea-
son-best time of 3:30.97.

S o p h o m o r e  E m i l y 
Mirus, Higgins, Feller and 
First swam on the 400 free 
relay.

A r r o w h e a d  w o n  t h e 
event in 3:23.67. 

V e r o n a  A r e a / M o u n t 
Horeb set a state record 
time of 1:33.51 en route to 
defending its state title.

W e s t ’ s  2 0 0  m e d l e y 

relay of sophomores Mad-
dy Sullivan, Mirus and 
seniors Paige Talerico and 
Feller opened the meet 
taking 11th place.

First added a 10th-place 
finish in the 50 free, while 
First added a 14th-place 
finish in the 100 free

Mirus placed 15th in the 
100 butterfly.

J u n i o r  T e s s  L u t z 
chipped in with a 15th-
place finish in the 500 
free.

The Regents f inished 
e igh th  ove ra l l ,  f ou r th 
a m o n g  t h e  B i g  E i g h t 
teams, with 88 points.

Verona/Mount  Horeb 
(180) Madison Memorial 
(127) and Middleton (109) 
finished fourth through 
sixth, respectively.

Arrowhead ran  away 
with the meet, scoring 337 
points for its 11th state 
title.

Cedarburg, meanwhile, 
held off Waukesha South/
Mukwonago to finish as 
runner up for the second 
straight year thanks to the 
final relay, taking silver 
224-222.

Waukesha South/Muk-
wonago had won the last 
three state titles.
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Madison West High School

Girls swimming

Photo by Jeremy Jones

Madison West 400-yard freestyle relay anchor Mary First smiles with Arrowhead’s Megan Doty follow-
ing their race at the WIAA Division 1 state swimming meet on Saturday, Nov. 15. The Regents finished 
fourth in 3 minutes, 30.97 seconds. West finished eighth overall as a team.

Basketball
Regents win first Big 8 match

T h e  M a d i s o n  W e s t 
High School girls basket-
ball team played its best 
game of the season Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, at Madison 
La Follette.

The Regents defeated 
the Lancers 70-63 in dou-
ble overtime.

West (1-4 overall, 1-2 
Big Eight) outscored La 
Follette 10-3 in the sec-
ond overtime.

Senior Shaquita Lee 
led the Regents with 21 
points, while freshman 
Kate Carlson and senior 
Kyana Johnson added 15 
and 12, respectively.

Verona 58, West 20
West opened the Big 

Eight season with a 58-20 
loss against Verona.

Johnson led West with 
e igh t  po in t s ,  bu t  t he 
Regents’ defense couldn’t 
contain Verona’s post 
players.

Verona juniors Grace 
Mueller and Kira Opsal 
scored 21 and 10 points, 
respectively.

West was held under 10 
points in every quarter.

East 48, West 45
The Regents fell 48-45 

to Madison East Thurs-
day, Dec. 4.

C a r l s o n  s c o r e d  1 5 
points, while Lee added 
12.

Photo by Anthony Iozzo

West sophomore Kate 
Hettenbach drives to the paint 
Tuesday, Nov. 25, in a Big Eight 
Conference matchup at Madison 
West High School.

Boys basketball

West takes 
down Verona 
in conference 
opener

The Madison West High 
School boys basketball 
team hosted Verona Tues-
day, Dec. 2, and picked up 
a 55-51 win to open the 
conference season.

Sophomore Terrell Carey 
and junior Parrish Cray-
ton each scored nine points 
for West. Twelve different 
players scored a basket for 
the Regents.

Verona was led by Will 
Kellerman with 21 points.

West 75, East 67
West hosted Madison 

East Friday, Dec. 5, and 
won 75-67.

The Regents jumped out 
to a 16-3 lead after the first 
quarter and never trailed.

Junior Greg Wright led 
West with 16 points, while 
Carey added 12. Junior Sam 
Meyer and Crayton also 
reached double digits with 
11 points each.



16 December 12, 2014     The Fitchburg Star ConnectFitchburg.com

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30-8 • Tues., Wed., Fri. 9:30-5:30
Sat. 9:30-4 • Sun. 12-4 • 2805 W. Beltline Hwy at Todd Dr.

sergenians.com • 608-271-1111 ad
no

=3
68

78
2-
01

Tree Pruning is best done 
during the dormaunt season.

608-223-9970 
www.tahort.com

Caring for our Green World since 1978

Tim Andrews Horticulturist - LLC

Schedule a free evaluation today.
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Tree Pruning is best done
during the dormant season.

proud.
“I’m really going to miss 

that relay. It’s one of my 
greatest high school memo-
ries.”

Nelson settled for silver in 
a school record 1:44.63 as 
a member of the 200 med-
ley relay with a lead leg 
24.62 50 backstroke split. 
She, Larsen, senior Sammy 
Seymour and Rozeboom 

f in i shed  1 .33  seconds 
behind Arrowhead. 

R o z e b o o m  a n c h o r e d 
the relay to the wall with a 
lifetime best 23.15 split for 
the 50 free – nearly seven-
hundred of a second ahead 
of her individual fifth-place 
finish in the 50 free (23.82).

“Today was more than I 
could ever ask for,” Roze-
boom said. “It was the most 
amazing state meet I could 
have hoped for.”

The Wildcats matched 
last year’s fourth-place fin-
ish with 180 points – 53 
ahead of Madison Memori-
al. Middleton (sixth), Madi-
son West (eighth) and Sun 
Prairie (10th) helped the Big 
Eight Conference place five 
teams in the top 10.

Arrowhead didn’t leave 
any doubt rolling runner-up 
Cedarburg by more than 110 
points to wins its 10th team 
title, 337-224. The War-
hawks picked up wins from 
junior Kelly Jacob in the 50 
and 100 free, along with a 

sixth-consecutive win in the 
200 medley relay, as well as 
a win in the 400 free relay.

Waukesha South/Muk-
wonago (222) finished two 
points behind Cedarburg. 
Both teams were tied enter-
ing the 400 free where the 
Bulldogs finished second, 
while the Blackshirts took 
third.

Despite the first unde-
feated Big Eight Confer-
ence season in school his-
tory, his first season back as 
head coach of the program, 
Wuerger said, “At the start 

of the season I thought we 
were going to be fourth in 
the conference. We can’t 
control how the Milwaukee 
area schools do, but to get 
fourth in the state, I think 
we were all very happy.

”Sophomore Maizie Seidl 
finished one spot shy of the 
100 free medal podium in 
seventh with a lifetime best 
52.3. Seidl (1:54.32) and 
freshman Sophie Henshue 
(1:56.63) turned in a 10th 
and 16th-place finish in the 
200 free, respectively.

Seidl had personal best 
times by a half-second each 
in both events.

Henshue later stopped the 
500 free clock with a two 
second season-best 5:10.43 
– good for 12th place.

Freshman Maggie Nunn 
rose to as high as 11th for 
VA/MH before finishing 
12th overall during Sat-
urday morning’s diving 
competition with 412.65 
points. The top three divers: 
Neenah senior Hazel Hert-
ting (576.45), Racine Case 

senior Cassidy Bose (531.4) 
and Franklin senior Katrina 
Voge (519.55) all posted 
state record scores to round 
out the top three.

“I was super nervous with 
my toughest dives to start 
the meet,” Nunn said. “I set-
tled down eventually, and I 
think I did pretty well. I was 
glad I made it all the way 
through to finals.”

Larsen moved up from 
a non-scoring 17th seed to 
add valuable points with her 
10th-place finish in the 100 
breaststroke with a person-
al-best 1:06.98.

Seidl, Henshue, Roze-
boom and Larsen capped the 
meet by taking 10th place 
on the 400 free in a season-
best 3:36.68,

Junior Julia Ver Voort 
added a 16th-place finish in 
the 200 IM with her time of 
2:12.02.  Seymour posted a 
19th-place finish just off her 
100 fly PR in 59.27.

“What’s not to be happy 
with?,” Wuerger said. “All 
the girls swam great.”

VAHS swim: Verona finishes in fourth place at state meet with 180 points
Continued from page 12

Easton Smith add depth to a team 
that only lost four seniors, two 
juniors, and two sophomores.

“We have some of the best goal 
scorers in the area. But everybody 
is going to have to play harder,” 
Farley said.

Farley credited Regents’ assis-
tant coach Steve Libert with bring-
ing the younger team members 
up to speed quickly, especially on 
defense. Libert is new to the team 
this year and joins assistant coaches 
Rich Smith and Jacob Esch.

Farley said sophomore forward 
Cole Fuhrmann will also have a big 
impact this season. 

Other Regent newcomers include 
freshmen defenders Kieran Garvey 
and Easton Smith, Rich Smith’s 
son.

Farley expects a competitive sea-
son given the depth of the Big Eight 
Conference, including rival Madi-
son Memorial. 

“It’s going to be a battle,” Farley 
said.

Regents 4, Hayward 0
West opened the season Nov. 28 

and shut out Hayward, 4-0, at Madi-
son Ice Arena.

“The team really came together in 
the second period building off the 
momentum of back-to-back goals,” 
Cutting said.

Goals  were scored by Hedi-
can, Max Lentz, Cole Paskus and 
Mick Messner,  with assists  by 
Lentz, Messner, Cole Fuhrmann, 
James Pretto  and Kalen Balas. The 
Regents had just six minutes of pen-
alties to Hayward’s nine minutes of 
penalty time. 

“Everyone was just trying to fig-
ure it out and did,” junior forward 
Casey Olson said. “We have a lot of 
seniors this year. Hopefully we can 
get them to state.”

Regents 3, Rice Lake 1
The Regents played Rice Lake on 

Saturday, Nov. 29, at Madison Ice 
Arena and won 3-1. 

Messner and Balas each scored 
in the first period, with assists by 
Lentz and Pretto. Lentz added the 
third goal in the third with an assist 
by Paskus.

Regents 5, Sun Prairie 1
West traveled to Sun Prairie Ice 

Arena on Tuesday, Dec. 2, and 
knocked off the Cardinals 5-1. 

Highlights of the match included 
a quick goal by Lentz, with an assist 
by Messner, just over a minute into 

the first. The Regents scored again 
late in the period off a Hedican goal 
with assists from Lentz and Olson. 

The Regents increased their lead 
to 3-1 with a third goal coming 
from Messner with assists by Hedi-
can and Lentz. West held off Sun 
Prairie from scoring on the 15 min-
utes of power play time on six pen-
alties throughout the game.  

Cutting said that he felt the team 
took a big step in the right direc-
t ion and was moving the puck 
well. He also added that with all 
the new teammates on defense they 
were really clicking, especially 
Fuhrmann.

“I felt that the team did well kill-
ing off penalties and capitalized on 
a few of them,” Paskus said. “With 
the first Big Eight game out of the 
way, we feel we can keep rolling, 
while knowing not to underestimate 
the other teams.”

Regents 5, Janesville 2
The Regents traveled to Janes-

ville on Dec. 6 for a match against 
Janesville at Janesville Ice Arena 
and won 5-2.

The Regents scored four goals in 
the first period. Paskus and Messner 
scored one each while Pretto added 
two. 

Lentz scored the Regents’ fifth 
goal late in the third period. 

Lentz, Paskus, Pretto, Jiang, Fish-
er and Messner all had assists.

Regents 4, Verona 2
West hosted Verona Tuesday, 

Dec. 9, at Madison Ice Arena and 
knocked off the defending WIAA 
Division 1 state champions 4-2.

Paskus  scored  twice ,  wh i l e 
Pretto and Messner added goals 
in the third period. Balas added 
two assists, while Devin Phaneuf, 
Paskus, Hedican and Lentz all add-
ed one.

The Regents travel  to Beloit 
Memorial at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
13, at Edwards Ice Arena and return 
home to play rival Madison Memo-
rial at 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18, 
at Madison Ice Arena. They also 
travel to non-conference Wauna-
kee at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, at 
Waunakee-DeForest Ice Arena in 
Waunakee.

Culvers Cup
The Regents will be contending 

in the sixth annual Culvers Cup 
from Dec. 27-29. Both Madison 
Ice Arena and Hartmeyer Ice Arena 
host the tournament. 

The Regents are scheduled to 
play Lakeland for the first round at 
2:45 p.m. Dec. 27 at Madison Ice 
Arena. The Regents last won the 
cup in 2011.

There are now three divisions: 
eight teams in the boys varsity, 
eight teams in the girls varsity and 
eight teams in the boys junior var-
sity. 

MW hockey: Regents start season 5-0
Continued from page 12

defensive lineman Dakin 
Coons – who was listed as 
an inside linebacker on the 
Verona roster – senior out-
side linebacker Corey Miller 
and senior defensive back 
David Rogowski.

Toman caught 18 pass-
es for 225 yards and four 
touchdowns, while Schmid 
rushed for 1,065 yards on 
184 carries and 10 touch-
downs. Schmid also caught 
14 passes for 78 passes and 
a touchdown.

Coons had 93 total tackles 
(51 solo), including 13 for 
a loss. He added five sacks. 
Miller also had 93 total tack-
les (46 solo), including 11 
for a loss. He added a forced 
fumble, a fumble recovery 
and five sacks.

Rogowski collected 84 
total tackles, including three 
for a loss. He added a forced 
fumble and two intercep-
tions.

S e n i o r s  S a m  S t r o h l 

(offensive line), Derrick 
Gosha (defensive line), 
Jackson Bryant (running 
back), Cameron Tindall 
(running back) and Grant 
Smith (defensive back) 
rounded out the all-confer-
ence list as honorable men-
tions.

Gosha had 51 total tack-
les (22 solo), including four 
for a loss, and added four 
fumble recoveries and 1 
1/2 sacks. Smith picked up 
81 total tackles (41 solo), 
including three for a loss, 
and had a fumble recovery 
and an interception.

Tindall was second on the 
team with 534 yards on 70 
carries and five touchdowns. 
He also had five catches for 
138 yards and two touch-
downs. Bryant rushed for 
247 yards on 32 carries with 
a touchdown. He added five 
catches for 81 yards.

Verona finished 6-3 in the 
Big Eight after dropping the 
first three games but fell to 
Madison La Follette in the 
Level 1 playoffs.

Continued from page 14

Football: Cats get several 

all-conference selections

VAHS girls: Verona falls to 

Craig, now 1-2 in Big 8

few drives to the paint – was 
enough to give the Wildcats’ 
bigs a little bit of space in 
the paint.

Juniors Grace Mueller and 
Kira Opsal took full advan-
tage with 15 and 12 points, 
respectively, with many of 
those points coming from 
offensive putbacks.

“Their post play was very, 
very hard to stop. And so it 
was their post play against 
our perimeter play, and we 
were fortunate tonight,” 
Kind said.

Murphy said that the 
Wildcats have a “tremen-
dous upside,” especially 
since Verona hung with 
Middleton with only three 
players back with significant 
minuets from last season. 

“I am really excited to 
see how much better we are 
going to get as the year goes 

on because they are playing 
really well,” Murphy said. 
“To play with Middleton 
with them having so many 
returners, I am excited for 
this season.”

Craig 69, Verona 62
The Wildcats didn’t have 

time to dwell on the loss to 
the Cardinals as Janesville 
Craig came to town Satur-
day, Dec. 6, but they ran 
into another tough matchup, 
falling 69-62.

Craig senior guard Ali-
son Hughes went off for 26 
points, and slow starts to the 
first and second halves hurt 
Verona in the loss.

Sophomore Alex Lueh-
ring led the Wildcats with 
14 points, while Opsal and 
Mueller finished with 13 
and 12, respectively.

Verona (2-2 overall, 1-2 
Big Eight) travels to Janes-
ville Parker (1-3, 1-2) at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12.

Continued from page 14

Photo by Evan Halpop

The returning letterwinner for the Madison West High School boys hockey team (not in a 
particular order) are: Cole Fuhrmann (2), Max Lentz (5), Ollie Fisher (6), Casey Olson(7), 
Jake Garvey (9), Mick Messner (10), Nathan Ehrlich (11), James Pretto (13), Edwin Jiang 
(14), Cole Paskus (16), Kalen Balas (18), Devon Phaneuf (20) and Henry Cutting (30).
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Oregon High School

sophomore forward Danica 
Keisling, freshman forward 
Ellen McCorkle and fresh-
man guard Taylor Schmidt 
also had big games on the 
inside.

Keisling scored seven 
points, while McCorkle col-
lected seven points and six 
rebounds. Schmidt added six 
points with three drives from 
the wing to the basket.

“It is huge when you lose 
a player like Maddy Gits and 
replace her with players like 
McCorkle and Kiesling, we 
still have an advantage inside 
with most teams,” Sielaff 
said. “With the leadership 
and strength of Riley and 
to be able to go to a scorer 
like Ellen, why not slam it 
inside?”

While Sielaff said a win 
always feels good, she added 
that the win over Edgewood 
was even bigger for the 
younger players. For them, 
this was the first taste of win-
ning at the varsity level.

“It is good for these young 
kids to se that we are a good 
team and to see that we can 
win,” Sielaff said.

Stoughton 52, Oregon 41
The Panthers  hos ted 

Stoughton Tuesday, Dec. 9, 
and were held to five points 

in the third quarter in a 
52-41 loss.

“We are trying to figure 
out who wants to score, 
and I think that is really our 
problem right now,” Sielaff 
said. “Everyone is looking 
for another person to score. 
Everyone on this team can 
score, and they all know it 
and do it in practice. So we 
just need to step up and be 
confident. 

“And if it is your night 
to score, then look to attack 
and score.”

It also didn’t help that 
the Panthers shot 14-for-29 
from the free-point line and 
only hit 30 percent of their 
field goals.

Tack on 19 turnovers, 
and it was just too much to 
overcome with a team like 
Stoughton, Sielaff said.

“We need to get tougher, 
all-around physically tough-
er and a lot mentally tough-
er,” she said. “We can’t let 
small things affect us and 
take us out of the game ...  
We can’t let a missed free 
throw or a turnover or a 
missed layup mess us up for 
the rest of the game.”

But Oregon did match the 
physical play of the Viking, 
forcing several turnovers  
and rushed shots with the 
full-court press.

That press nearly pro-
pelled the Panthers back 

in the game with several 
turnovers in the fourth that 
helped them cut the deficit 
down to eight. But it was the 
offense that didn’t capitalize 
in the end.

“Our press was great. 
We were getting steals. We 
were frustrating them on 
defense,” Sielaff said. “I 
think offensively, we were 
just getting too frustrated.”

Rosemeyer led Oregon 
with 16 points, 13 rebounds 
and six steals. Koopman 
added eight points. 

Cassidy Nikolai sat out 
the game with a sprained 
ankle and will return for 
either the Milton or Fort 
Atkinson games coming up.

OHS girls: Panthers fall to Stoughton in Hwy. 138 rivalry

Photo by Anthony Iozzo

Junior Leah Koopman (3) fights for a loose ball with Edgewood 
sophomore Kendall Tribus in the first quarter Tuesday, Dec. 2. The 
Panthers had 12 total steals, including three from Koopman.

Continued from page 12

Boys basketball

Slow start dooms Panthers in loss to Monona Grove in Badger South season opener
ANTHONY IOZZO
Assistant sports editor

The Oregon  High  School 
boys basketball team played 
with Monona Grove for most of 
the Badger South Conference 
matchup Friday, Dec, 5, but a 
slow start in the first quarter was 
enough for the Silver Eagles, as 
the Panthers fell 52-45.

Monona Grove jumped out to a 
14-5 lead in the first, but Oregon 
scored with the Silver Eagles for 
the rest of the game, including a 

22-22 tie in the fourth quarter.
Senior Markus Tobias led 

three scorers in double dig-
its with 18 points, while senior 
Mitch Morhoff collected 11. 
Junior Charlie Soule added 10 
points.

Seniors Jackson Riley and 
Zach Stinson led Monona Grove 
with 14 and 13 points, respec-
tively.

Oregon continued the season 
with a non-conference game 
against Randolph Thursday at 
Oregon High School.

The Panthers travel to Badger 
South rival Milton at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 13, and hosts 
non-conference Whitewater at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 16.

Conference preview
Stoughton is once again the 

pre-season favorite to win the 
Badger South.

For Oregon to compete, head 
coach Jon Nedelcoff said it will 
come down to the mix of inside 
and outside pieces and the pos-
sibility to change tempos to keep 

other teams out of sync.
Stoughton brings back top 

scorers Nick McGlynn (309), 
who signed to play at Division 
I Drake University, Troy Slaby 
(211) and Bradley Graffin (78).

The Vikings graduated Paul 
Rosowski (209),  Will  Clark 
(143), Luke Logan (75) and Riv-
er Hoaglin (79).

Oregon 60, Platteville 37
The Panthers scored at will 

early on in a 60-37 win Nov. 
28 against Platteville at  the 

University of Wisconsin-Platte-
ville.

The Panthers jumped out to a 
37-18 lead at halftime and never 
lost the lead.

Senior forward Markus Tobi-
as led all Oregon scorers with 
16 points, while junior forward 
Alex Duff picked up 15. Junior 
forward Charlie Soule added 10, 
and senior guard Mitch Morhoff 
collected nine.

Senior forward Blake Wagner 
led Platteville with 16 points.
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MORTGAGE BANKING
Q.  I’m getting ready to apply for a mortgage. My credit card 

company has augmented the spending limit on a card. Will 
this be good or bad for my score?

A. Unless you use more of your credit, a higher limit will be to your 
benefit. Your credit utilization ratio, which is the percentage of avail-
able credit you’re actually using, plays a role in determining your 
score. Credit bureaus look more favorably on a lower percentage, as 
you don't seem to be using all the credit available to you. I hope your 
increased credit line improves your score. 

Kathleen C. Aiken

3002 Fish Hatchery Rd. • Fitchburg, WI 53713 
608-259-2085

adno=380638-01

REAL ESTATE
Q.  When should I start shopping for the holidays?

A. Start now! Thank you for allowing me to be your Realtor. I am truly 
grateful to be celebrating over 20 years of specializing in the Verona Area 
School District. It has been a joy to assist so many people in doing something 
I love to do.

Happy Holidays to all, and special wishes 
to those whose loved ones are overseas and/or 
can’t be home with them this holiday season.

Kathy Bartels
Realtor

Kathy Bartels
(608) 235-2927

kbartels@cbsuccess.com
adno=380696-01

CPA/TAx ACCounTAnT
Q. What is so important about year end tax planning?

A. It is a time to evaluate tax strategies available before year end and plan 
for the projected tax liabilities due April 15, 2015.

Based on facts and circumstances, a tax expert may be able to identify steps 
to be taken before December 31 to accelerate deductions and tax savings. At 
a minimum it is important to plan for the taxes due once the returns are final-
ized because no one likes surprises on April 15. Therefore, it is important to 
contact your tax expert as soon as possible while there is still time.

(608) 497-3100
1010 North Edge Trail, Verona, WI 53593

mark@boebelvaltax.com ad
no

=3
80

69
2-
01

Mark Boebel,  
CPA/ABV & CVA

SENIOR CARE
Q.  Why Are Elders Always So Cold? 

A. Chances are their bodies are merely going through a natural dip in metabolic rate due to the aging 
process. A lowered metabolic rate affects the body’s ability to maintain what is considered a normal 
temperature of 98.6°. When metabolism slows, so does the body’s ability to generate heat. This means 
elders can become cold outdoors in the sun during summer or indoors in a well-heated room during 
winter. It is important to seek medical advice in order to identify underlying causes. Hypothyroidism 
and cardiovascular disease are chronic medical conditions that affect body temperature. It is important 
to note that, regardless of the reason, the body’s inability to stay warm can lead to hypothermia if the 
body temperature reaches 95° or below. Elders in frail health are more susceptible to hypothermia, 
even when the room temperature is 71 to 75°. Whether being cold is the result of slowed metabolism 

or a medical condition, older adults must stay warm to maintain an appropriate body temperature. Nearly half of the elderly who 
develop hypothermia die from its effects. Therefore, a cozy blanket, sweaters, caps, scarfs and gloves are a must during cold 
months. Large meals during cold weather also help heat up the body as the digestive process generates heat within. A warm 
beverage such as hot chocolate helps too. Avoiding alcoholic beverages is also recommended as they cause the body to lose heat. 

Stephen Rudolph
FACHE, CSA

5396 King James Way, Suite 210, Madison, WI 53719
(608) 442-1898 • www.comfortkeepers.com

adno=380690-01

RESIDENTIAL HELP IS AT HAND
Q.  What is it about your work in the concierge business that you enjoy 

the most?

A. Helping people, that’s what I enjoy the most. Let’s face it, we all get 
behind at home. It bothers you, and you may be arguing about it with your life 
partner. It puts stress in the home and you may struggle with how to resolve 
the problem. The truth is, there are only so many hours in the day. Instead, 
call Concierge Madison. What I enjoy the most is relieving stress in my 
customer’s lives. I’ve been helping people manage their homes for 16 years 
and have even been accused of saving people’s marriages! Some things we 
have no control over; some things we do have control over. Relieving stress 
in the family begins with a call to Concierge Madison. 

Kathryn Newhouse

Cell (608) 556-2571 • Office (608) 249-4865
conciergemadison@gmail.com 
www.conciergemadison.com“Exceptional Service for Exceptional People”

adno=385579-01

Long Term Care

(608) 845-6465
303 S. Jefferson St., Verona, WI

www.fourwindsmanor.com

Q.  My mother is in a nursing home, and I would like to bring her home to my 
house for the holidays, but given her needs that won't be possible. What can 
I do to make her holiday time special?

A. Holiday time can be difficult for older people separated from their loved ones 
by illness and physical frailty, and these are the very people who tended to us in 
our early years to support us into adulthood. This is the time to give back to our 
loved ones. We can do this by cultivating that sense of gratitude, an appreciation 
for the value they have had for us throughout our lives. Take some time out of 
the holiday season to reflect on this and jot down three things that you appreciate 
about a family member or members. By writing down these simple statements 
of gratitude, you will be inspired to respond in a way that will be meaningful 
and special to our families during this holiday season. For help with tough issues 

like this, or for more information, contact Dr. Peter C. Jackson at (608) 276-9191, x209 or visit ftcm.org.

Better Care. Better Living.
adno=380700-01

Dr. Peter C. Jackson, PSYD
Consultant for Four Winds

FINANCIAL

5951 McKee Road, Ste 200, Fitchburg, WI 53719
608-442-5637 • kristink@klaasfinancial.com

www.klaasfinancial.com

Q.  Did you know?

A. Starting January 1, 2015, the IRS announced that an individual can only do one rollover 
from one IRA to another in a 365-day period. Upon first reading, that may seem limiting to 
many individual investors, particularly those with IRAs and Roth IRAs in their portfolios. 
However, the key is to understand the definition of “rollover.” A rollover in this context 
is when an investor requests that the investment company that holds their account to send 
them a check—made out to the client. This is the action that can only occur once a 
calendar year. However, if the company writes the check out to your new IRA account “for 
the benefit of” you, then that is considered a trustee-to-trustee transfer of an IRA and there 
are no limitations on the number of transactions in a year.
Advice: talk with a professional to make sure you are following all the IRS rules when you 
are considering moving an IRA or Roth IRA. My team would be glad to help.

Source: IRS.gov.
Securities by licensed individuals offered through Investacorp, Inc. A registered Broker/Dealer – Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services Offered 
Through Klaas Financial Asset Advisors, LLC – A SEC Registered Investment Advisory Firm. Klaas Financial Asset Advisors, LLC is not affiliated 
with Investacorp, Inc.

adno=380702-01

Kristin Kellerman
Investment Advisor

Q.  How do you resolve a small claims dispute by mediation?

A. Disputes can arise from many situations in our lives, including with neigh-
bors, in the school yard, at home with your family, with your landlord, in the 
shopping mall, or in your business. These disputes can become fierce and nasty 
and can escalate to the point of one party looking to the courts to resolve the 
dispute against the other. Mediation is a process when two or more parties 
agree to a neutral impartial third party, the mediator, to help them to talk to one 
another to reach a resolution of their dispute. In the right situation Mediation 
can be an effective way to resolve these disputes rather than continuing the 
dispute through the court system.

ATTORNEY

Gail C. Groy
Attorney at Law

600 W. Verona Avenue, Verona, WI 53593 
(608) 709-5565 • Email: gcg@rizzolaw.com adno=380695-01

CHIROPRACTOR
Q.  I’ve been getting headaches at least once a week and my medical doctor 

has ruled out any underlying condition. Is there anything a chiropractor 
can do that will have a lasting effect?

A. 95% of headaches are primary headaches, meaning they are tension or 
migraine headaches and are not caused by disease but originate from muscle 
tension in the head and neck. Chiropractic adjustments restore normal spinal 
function which helps to alleviate tension and increase circulation to these areas. 
Chiropractors will also guide you in correcting common causes of headaches 
such as stress reduction, ergonomics, and diet. As far as long-term effects, a report 
released in 2001 by researchers at Duke University Evidence-Based Practice 

Center in Durham, NC, found that spinal adjustments resulted in almost immediate improvement for 
those headaches that originate in the neck, and had significantly fewer side effects and longer lasting 
relief of tension-type headache than a commonly prescribed medication. 

Jill Unwin,  
D.C., C.C.E.P

212 E. Verona Ave., Suite B • Verona, WI
(608) 848-1800 • unwinchiropractic.com

adno=380704-01

Q.  Can I whiten my teeth in time for the holidays?

A. You bet! We offer two teeth whitening options to brighten your 
smile. “In-office” whitening involves an appointment up to two hours 
long, with a powerful whitening gel plus a special UV lamp to help 
penetrate the gel into your teeth. In two hours or less, you’ll have a 
brighter smile. We also offer “take-home” whitening with a custom-
fit whitening tray for you to take home. With our whitening gel you 
can use the trays to whiten your smile to the desired brightness over a 
couple of weeks’ time. Call us for more information!

NEIGHBORHOOD DENTIST

Dr. David Gundersen

5950 Seminole Centre Ct., Fitchburg
608.273.6500

www.firstchoicedental.com
adno=380698-01
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!

Your child's party at The Little Gym 
will include a Nickelodeon-themed 
experience, Nickelodeon party 
goods and more! And because we 
handle everything from invitations 
to cleanup, it's a party for you too!  

Have a SpongeBob, Dora the 
Explorer, or Go, Diego Go!-themed 
Birthday Adventure!

Call or go online to book your
birthday adventure at The Little
Gym!

Middleton
www.tlgmiddletonwi.com
608.836.3028

Fitchburg
www.tlgfitchburgwi.com
608.442.0608

A :arty at The Little Gym is AWESOME!
Where YOUR Crowd is the ONLY Crowd!

adno=380986-01

sub-zero temperatures , 
without much sleep, food or 
water – a faceless replace-
ment exposed to the many 
dangers of war, including 
deadly traps sprung by sav-
vy German soldiers. 

Off to battle
Though he was determined 

to train hard, do his best and 
make it home alive, Ray cer-
tainly wasn’t thrilled to be 
drafted.

“Then we got caught in a 
cold draft in Belgium,” he 
quipped. 

He didn’t leave without 
some words of advice from 
his father, who lived through 
the first World War. He also 
got from him a two-edged 
dagger to use in an emer-
gency.

“I learned to throw it – you 
take the blade and you flip 
it,” he said. “If you got too 
close to the Germans, you 
could use that as an alterna-
tive.”

He started with 17 weeks 
of basic training in Camp 
Blanding, Fla., which he said 
he was “lucky” to get.

But the weather there – 
“too damn hot” – didn’t 
prepare the soldiers for the 
bone-chilling cold they 
would soon experience in 
combat,  he said.

Ray left for Europe with 
the 28th Division from Fort 
Meade, Md., traversing the 
Atlantic Ocean with about 
5,000 soldiers on a converted 
cruise ship. Heavy storms 
rocked the boat much of the 
four-day journey to Scotland; 
something most men were 
not prepared for.

“There were five bunks 
(high) in each hold, and this 
one guy got seasick from the 
top bunk, and it was just like 
a waterfall,” he said. “That 
did it for all of us. About 
half a week later, we were 
out getting some fresh air, 
leaning over the rail, and my 
sergeant called down, ‘Hey, 
Ray, what’s wrong, you got a 
weak stomach?’ I said, ‘No, 
I’m throwing up just as far as 
that guy is.’”

After landing, the troops 
quickly boarded a train to 
the south of England, where 
they were transported across 
the English Channel to the 
Allied beachhead at Le 
Harve, France. From there, 
they got on another train, 
headed for Belgium, to face 
the bloody German break-
through.

Ray reached the front lines 
around Dec. 27, as American 
reinforcements were being 
rushed to the scene, taking 
the place of men killed dur-
ing the first two weeks of the 
battle.

“We went to a replacement 
depot and went on to those 
units, and from then on, we 
were in the hot fighting,” he 
said.

Ray was “volunteered” by 
his commander as a point 
man, sent out ahead of the 
main group to locate the ene-
my. It was a difficult job, and 
he was anything but pleased 
to have just a short-range 
carbine as a weapon, instead 
of a rifle.

“You had to be close if you 
had to kill them,” Ray said.

The soldiers who had been 
in the fighting for weeks 
wanted little to do with the 
replacements, Ray said, as 
they didn’t want to get to 
know men who they thought 
would surely be dead in a 

matter of days. Sadly, one 
of Ray’s best friends from 
basic training who went over 
with him – a Princeton, Wis., 
native – was killed the sec-
ond day there.

The men were quickly 
thrust into battle – against 
both the Germans and the 
elements. Neither offered 
much comfort.

“We were scared, and of 
course, after the first big bat-
tle, you had to change your 
underwear, because you are 
damned scared,” Ray chuck-
led. “But you get used to it, 
and you know it’s either that 
guy or you.”

Out in the open
While he never got close 

enough to use his father’s 
throwing knife, the one thing 
that probably saved his life 
and the lives of two others 
was remembering some Boy 
Scout training. The men were 
caught outside in 35-below-
zero weather and needed 
some kind of cover to avoid 
freezing to death; a fate suf-
fered by many soldiers.

“You couldn’t get warm in 
any of the buildings, because 
if you built a fire, they’d 
shoot mortars and artillery 
and everything else at you,” 
Ray said.

His two companions –
likely raised in the city – had 
no idea what to do outside in 
such conditions, and asked 
Ray for advice. 

“I said, ‘Take your knife 
and cut some pine boughs off 
those trees and clear some 
snow so we could sit back to 
back to back,’” he said. “We 
each had a blanket, so we put 
one on the ground under us 
and put the two others over 
all of us, and kept all the 
body heat in that little cap-
sule. We would have frozen 
to death.”

As they moved forward 
through the Hurtgen Forest, 
the unit was trying to capture 
or kill fanatical members of 
the “Hitler Youth” who were 
menacing the area.

“Our medics had a red 
cross on their helmets, and 
if they saw these, they would 
sneak up and run right at 
them and shoot them in the 
back of the head, so if we 
were injured or shot, we 
would die of exposure before 
we could get any help,” Ray 

said. “They were like robots; 
you can’t imagine.”

There were plenty of dirty 
tricks being played on the 
Americans, and soldiers had 
to be vigilant at all times.

“ T h e  G e r m a n s  h a d 
changed a lot of the road 
signs – they had taken cap-
tured Americans and put 
their uniforms on,” he said. 
“They would also tie real 
strong wire across two trees 

in the road, and a lot of guys 
lost their heads, literally.”

Even Americans who 
surrendered were not safe. 
Ray’s men were stationed 
near the Belgian village of 
Malmedy, the scene of one 
of the most infamous atroci-
ties in the war. On Dec. 17, 
around 100 men from the 
85th Field Artillery Obser-
vation Battalion – a lightly 
armed group captured earlier 

in the day – were herded into 
a field and machine-gunned 
by German SS troops. Only a 
few survived to tell the story.

When Ray was back in a 
hospital in England, he read 
about it, not realizing how 
close he had been to that 
scene.

“You never knew,” he 
said of facing the dreaded SS 
troops. “You never wanted to 
get that close.”

While Ray did his best not 
to run into any Germans, he 
did meet up with American 
general Omar Bradley, who 
was commanding the ground 
forces.

“He was on the front 
lines,” Ray said. “We saw 
the four stars and we saw 
Bradley – he was walking 
around, and we said, ‘You 
better get out of here because 
there are (Hitler) Youth all 
around.’ He said, ‘I’m not 
worried.’ A wonderful guy.”

Coming home
After serving in the front 

lines for several weeks in the 
freezing forests of Belgium, 
Ray and his unit were sent 
back to England for rest.

“We were pulled back 
because we were almost 
frozen to death; we were no 
good to them – used goods,” 
he said. “We were so stiff; 
we were like boards. We 
were in the final stages of 
hypothermia, and that’s what 
destroyed the legs, nerves 
and skin. Now I’m 100 per-
cent disabled, I can’t hardly 
walk without a walker from 

the damage done by the 
freezing.”

Re-crossing the channel, 
Ray slept all the way from 
Belgium after going several 
days without sleep, and with 
little food or water.

“It was exhausting,” he 
said. “Thank God we were 
18 years old.”

They recovered in Eng-
land until April, when they 
returned to the United States, 
happy to be coming home, 
but changed forever.

“We came past the Statue 
of Liberty, and I don’t think 
there was a dry eye on any 
of us,” he said. “We went 
through a New York hospi-
tal, and there was a lawyer 
there who told us to put in a 
claim, and thank God we did, 
because it helped all the way 
down to now. We were put in 
the service to serve our coun-
try, but we also were dam-
aged badly.”

For many of the men, it 
wasn’t easy to come back to 
civilian life after seeing and 
doing what they did, Ray 
said.

“Two guys that were in the 
Navy and I drank for about 
a year, and finally figured, 
‘It doesn’t help you, doesn’t 
make any sense,’ so we just 
went on with whatever jobs 
we were going to do for our 
life,” he said. 

Ray still wanted to be an 
artist, though, and through 
the G.I. Bill went to art 
schools in Madison, begin-
ning a career in design 
and art that continues to 
this day. In 1947, working 
for an advertising agency, 
he designed the logo for 
Stoughton Trailers that’s still 
in use. A talented painter, 
he’s had his works displayed 
all over the area, including 
the Madison Central Library, 
UW Memorial Union, Wis-
consin Veterans Museum 
and a recent month-long dis-
play at the Fitchburg Library. 

His apartment is filled with 
incredible portraits, nature 
scenes and other works of 
art. These days, he’s work-
ing on a portrait of his great-
grandfather who served in 
the Iron Brigade. He said 
he’ll keep busy as long as his 
mind and body allow.

“You do it when you can, 
if you’re in the mood,” he 
said.

Hitler’s final gamble
After a promising start to World War II, the 

once-powerful German war machine was under 
siege by the end of 1944, with the armies of the 
Soviet Union, United States, Great Britain and 
Canada closing in from three sides. Ignoring his 
generals’ advice to fight defensive battles, German 
leader Adolf Hitler instead ordered a desperate, 
all-out assault designed to divide and destroy Allied 
forces gathering in the west. It would strike, he 
thought, where and when they least expected it – in 
mid-December, through Belgium’s heavily forested, 
lightly defended Ardennes Forest.

On the morning of Dec. 16, the Germans 
unleashed a massive artillery barrage, preceding 
an attack of more than 200,000 troops and 1,000 
tanks that created a “bulge” in the American lines 
that gave the battle its historical name. After several 
weeks of bloody fighting in temperatures that 
plunged far below zero, the lines were restored, 
but at a tremendous cost. The U.S. suffered an 
estimated 75,000 casualties; Germany around 
80,000, according to the U.S. Army. While initially 
successful in pushing the Allies back, the gamble 
proved a failure, as irreplaceable German losses 
ultimately sealed its fate. Germany surrendered on 
May 7, 1945.

Battle: Ray, now an artist, used Boy Scout training to battle cold during World War II
Continued from page 1

Photo by Scott De Laruelle

Fitchburg resident Raymond Ray looks at his display of Army medals from World War II. He fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium 70 years ago this month. 
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Holiday tree curbside 
collection starts Jan. 5

Holiday tree collection 
will begin the week of Jan. 
5 for single-to-four unit 
residential homes, as well as 
apartments and condomin-
ium properties subscribed 
to “brush collection” by the 
City of Fitchburg.  

A second holiday tree 
collection will take place 
the week of Jan. 20. 

Trees should be at the 
curb by 6:30 a.m. on Mon-
day morning of the collec-
tion week.  

Col lect ions  may be 
delayed until plowing is 
complete in the case of 
snow/ice conditions.

Place trees so that the 
trunks face the street and 
remove all foreign matter 
from each tree.

Flocked trees and trees 
with nails, etc. are not col-
lected.

Wreaths, although often 
made from tree branches, 
are considered refuse if 
they contain metal or other 
foreign supporting devices 
and should be disposed of 
accordingly. Set wreaths 
and garland in your refuse 
cart or in a bag next to your 
refuse cart with a Refuse 
Tag attached.  

Holiday lights
For holiday lights that no 

longer work, remember to 
recycle old light strings at 
Fitchburg City Hall prior 
to Jan. 30. A special cart 
is now available 24 hours/
day in the City Hall lobby, 
5520 Lacy Road. Fitch-
burg residents can drop off 
non-working holiday light 

strings and extension cords 
for recycling. 

Residents must remove 
any bulbs larger than mar-
ble-size and recycle those 
separately at participating 
stores listed in Fitchburg’s 
Recycling Guide.

For more information on 
holiday recycling and what 
types of packing and wrap-
ping materials are recy-
clable, visit Fitchburg’s 
website: fitchburgwi.gov/
solidwaste.

We are seeking compassionate & conscientious caregivers
for part-time hours on a variety of shifts. We offer 

competitive wages, shift & weekend differentials, as well as
health, dental & PTO to eligible staff.  Previous caregiving

experience preferred.  Paid CBRF training provided. 

Resident Caregivers/CNAs

8210 Highview Drive - Madison 608.243.8800

to download
 an application:

allsaintsneighborhood.org

to request an
application:
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Part-time. Excellent Wages
20+ hours/wk. CDL bonus program
Paid training/testing. Signing bonus.

5501 Femrite Dr. Madison
Call Paul at 608-310-4870 or email

paulm@badgerbus.com
EOE

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
& PARATRANSIT

DRIVERS
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HVAC Manufacturer Now Hiring  
2 Full-Time Machine Operators 

1st shift, Monday-Friday 
 

Operate machines to produce metal parts. Computer 
knowledge required with ability to read blueprints, 
routings, production tickets and tape measure. Prior 

experience with metal fabrication and familiarity with 
CNC and brake presses is desired, but not required. 

Moderate to heavy lifting and ability to stand 8 hours/
day is essential. Must attend training on Walkie Stacker 

and Lift Truck. Must be self-motivated and a team 
player. Daily attendance is required. Benefits include 

Health, Life & Disability Insurance, Vacation, Paid 
Holidays, Pension Plan and 401-k Plan. $10.43 per hour 
with increase to $11.43 after probation is completed, 
then regular increases every 6 months for first 2 years. 

Pre-employment drug screening and  
background check required.

Mail or Email resume’ to: 
Carnes Company 

PO Box 930040, Verona, WI 53593 
hr@carnes.com

NOW HIRING CONSTRUCTION
CREW PERSONNEL

VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE REQUIRED
MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE PREFERRED
FULL-TIME WORK and FULL BENEFITS

TOP WAGES for the RIGHT INDIVIDUALS

APPLY TODAY!!
www.workforclearybuildingcorp.com

Cleary Building Corp.
190 Paoli St.

Verona, WI 53593
608-845-9700

Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm
adno=385544-01

PART-TIME COMMERCIAL  
CLEANERS WANTED!!

We have immediate openings for  
General Cleaners throughout the Madison area.

M – F, evenings, with a start time of 5:30pm.  
Pay rate starts at $9.00 an hour.

Please apply online at programmedcleaning.com  
or call (608) 222-0217 for more information.
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Urban Forest 
public survey 
input sought

The Parks and Forestry 
Department is updating the 
Urban Forest Strategic Man-
agement Plan, and is look-
ing for input from the com-
munity.

Residents can participate 
in an upcoming survey that 
will be posted next month.  

The Urban Forest Stra-
tegic Management Plan is 
a document that will guide 
longterm management of 
our urban forest and shape 
future tree policies.  

Community input will 
help to develop a cohesive 
plan that is geared toward 
optimizing the benefits that 
a well-managed urban for-
est can provide to residents, 
businesses, and other stake-
holders.  

The survey will be avail-
able to all city residents 
beginning in mid-January. 
It will be accessible online 
through the city’s website at 
fitchburgwi.gov and paper 
copies will be available at 
City Hall and the Fitchburg 
Community Center.

Keep carts 
clear of 
snowbanks

Winter time means 
new challenges for 
everyone as we deal 
with the snow and cold. 
However, it’s important 
to follow these two 
Fitchburg Refuse and 
Recycling Cart Placement 
guidelines all year round:

• Place carts about 1 
to 3 feet behind the back 
of the curb (or edge of 
the street) and at least 
4 feet away from sur-
rounding objects – NOT 
in the street. Carts placed 
in the curb or street are 
a safety hazard for traf-
fic, create obstacles for 
snow plows and street 
sweepers and can be 
damaged if hit.

• Avoid placing carts 
curbside the night before 
collection if high winds 
or storms are expected. 

City news

Quarry Vista apartments advance
Landfill on property 
could force some 
adjustments
MARK IGNATOWSKI
Unified Newspaper Group

Plans for 152 multi-
family housing units on 
the corner of Lacy and 
Fitchrona roads moved 
fo rward  a f t e r  a  b r i e f 
review Nov. 18.

City of Fitchburg Plan 
Commiss ion  members 
unanimously approved the 
general implementation 
plans for Quarry Vista, a 
trio of three-story build-
ings proposed by Fiducia-
ry Real Estate Develop-
ment, Inc. 

T h e  g e n e r a l  d e s i g n 
approval is contingent on 
staff review of the project, 
including some possible 
changes to the zoning 
and plat map for the area, 
c i ty  p lanning di rector 
Tom Hovel told the com-
mission. A landfill was 
found on the property, 
Hovel said, and that might 
change how some parts of 
the property are mapped 
and zoned. 

The company hopes to 
begin construction this 
spring, Fiduciary develop-
ment director Craig Rad-
datz told the commission, 
and winter will give the 
company and staff time to 
review any issues with the 
land use plans. 

“We’re patient in get-
ting this going,” Raddatz 
said. 

T h e  c i t y  w i l l  h a v e 
to install a water main 

connection this spring, 
as well. That project was 
bid this fall but no compa-
nies submitted bids, Hov-
el said. The project will 
be rebid this winter and 
completed when weather 
allows this spring. 

Documents submitted to 
the city show the develop-
ment would be phased in 
starting this coming sum-
mer, with expected com-
pletion by spring 2016. 
Market conditions would 
determine the schedule.

The project calls for 
three three-story build-
ings with a mix of studio 
and one- and two-bed-
room units. Some units 
would have dens.  The 
average size will be about 
875 square feet, and rent 
is projected to average 
$1,150 per month. 

The plan submitted last 

month shows buildings 
containing 55-, 52- and 
44-unit  buildings with 
access provided via Quar-
ry Vista Drive, a new road 
that would intersect with 
Fitchrona Road north of 
Lacy Road.

F i d u c i a r y  h a s  b e e n 
working with staff since 
the  concep t  was  f i r s t 
p roposed  l a s t  sp r ing . 
S i t e  p l ans  have  been 
reworked during the past 
few months to make the 
area more walkable, Rad-
datz said, but the general 
layout of the neighbor-
hood remains relatively 
unchanged from previous 
designs presented to the 
commission.

“Not a lot has changed 
since we last saw you,” 
Raddatz said to the com-
mission.

Map courtesy Fiduciary Real Estate Development, Inc.

A set of three multi-family buildings along Lacy and Fitchrona 
roads would have access to Fitchrona Road via the new Quarry 
Vista Road.

City of Fitchburg

New neighborhood 
proposed near McGaw Park
MARK IGNATOWSKI
Unified Newspaper Group

Ci ty  o f f i c i a l s  h ave 
begun reviewing a com-
prehensive development 
plan for a new residential 
neighborhood between 
McGaw Park  and  the 
Fi tchburg Technology 
Campus. 

The city’s Plan Com-
mission will get a look 
at the neighborhood pro-
posed by Fahey Lands, 
LLC and developer Tony 
Heinrichs at its Dec. 16 
meeting. 

A mixture  of  s ingle 
family homes and multi-
family buildings would 
be spread across about 
200 new residential lots 
covering about 80 acres, 
according to documents 
submitted to the city. 

P lans  were  submi t -
ted  in  la te  November 
and call for 135 single-
family uni ts  on about 
35 acres and 333-multi-
family units on about 11 
acres. A 2.4-acre section 
of land could be used for 
a future school. McGaw 
Park would be expand-
ed by about 14 acres, as 
well. The area would be 
developed over a 10-year 
period, and development 
would occur in phases 
determined by market 
demand. 

The development plan 
review is one of the first 
steps in getting approval 
for the new neighbor-
hood.  The Plan Com-
mission can recommend 
approval of the compre-
h e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
p l an  t o  t he  Common 
Council at i ts meeting 
next week. Any major 
changes made to the plan 
would have to go through 
the Common Council, as 
well. 

The land will have to 
be rezoned and platted 
before any development 
could occur.

If you go
What: City of Fitchburg 

Plan Commission
When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, 

Dec. 16
Where: Fitchburg City 

Hall, 5520 Lacy Road, 
Fitchburg

Info: fitchburgwi.com

Online update
Read about the city’s Plan 
Commission discussion in the 
next Fitchburg Star or online at:

ConnectFitchburg.com
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Aim for zero 
waste this season

Extra  packaging and 
materials from holiday cel-
ebrations and gift exchanges 
can leave your refuse and 
recycling carts overflowing. 

Americans typically gen-
erate 25 percent more waste 
during the holidays. Much 
of your holiday packaging 
can be recycled curbside 
in your recycling cart or 
dropped off at the Fitchburg 
Recycling Drop Off Site at 
2373 S. Fish Hatchery Rd. 

Here’s how to recycling 
some common hol iday 
items:

• Wrapping paper can 
be recycled in your blue 
recycling cart as long as 
it’s paper-based. Foil-type 
or plastic-based wrapping 
paper is not recyclable and 
should either be reused or 
discarded in your green 
refuse carts.

• Wrapping paper tubes, 
along with paper towel and 
toilet tissue cores, can be 
recycled in your blue recy-
cling cart.

• Tissue paper is not recy-
clable. 

• Greeting cards and enve-
lopes that are non-foil and 
paper-based can be recycled 
in your blue cart

• Cardboard and paper-
board gift boxes can be 
reused or recycled in your 
blue recycling cart or taken 
to the Fitchburg Recycling 
Drop Off Site and placed 
in the cardboard recycling 
dumpsters. 

• Ribbon is not recyclable 
and should either be reused 
or discarded.

• White block polysty-
rene, also known as Styro-
foam, can be taken to the 
white polystyrene recycling 
dumpster at the Fitchburg 
Recycling Drop Off Site.

• Polystyrene packing 
peanuts can be taken to Sur-
plus-IT at 901 Watson Ave-
nue, Suite 55, in Madison.

•  Ba t t e r i e s  t ha t  a r e 
rechargeable can be dropped 
off at Fitchburg City Hall.

ad
no

=3
82

26
5-
01

Show off your kids in 
Unified Newspaper Group’s 5th Annual

Coming Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Nicole
3 year old daughter of 

Mary & Bob 

Hometown, WI

To enter, send the form below and a current photo or  
visit one of our websites to fill out the form online and 

upload your photo by Friday, January 2, 2015.

This section is full of area children and 
grandchildren ages 0 months-7 years. 
It is sure to be a treasured keepsake!
All photos will be entered in to a drawing to win 
great prizes from the Great Dane Shopping News 
and area businesses.

Photos are categorized by age group and winners  
are selected randomly from each age category.

Please print clearly. One entry per child. One form per child. Mail to:

Cutest Kids Contest 
133 Enterprise Dr., PO Box 930427, Verona, WI 53593
Or go online to enter on any of our web sites:  

connectoregonwi.com, connectstoughton.com, connectverona.com, connectfitchburg.com

Child’s Name __________________________________________________________________________

Age (please indicate months or years)___________________________    Please check one:    ❏ Male   ❏ Female

Parents’ Names _________________________________________________________________________

Phone (for contact purposes only)________________________City ______________________________________

Photo taken by (if a professional photo) ______________________________________________________

Please check age category:    ❏ 0-11 months   ❏ 12-23 months    ❏ 2-3 years    ❏ 4-5 years    ❏ 6-7 years
Pictures should be full color and wallet size or larger. For optimal printing quality, please be sure the head in the photo is no smaller than the size of a nickle.  

If submitting your photo(s) electronically, please be sure the photo resolution is at least 150 DPI. 
Photos must be received by Friday, January 2, 2015 to be included. Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if you would like your photo returned.

2015 state trail passes 
available at Fitchburg 
Community Center

If you are looking for 
the perfect gift for your 
favorite outdoor enthusi-
ast, give the gift of access 
to the great State Trail sys-
tem within and adjacent to 
Fitchburg.

Wi th  spec i a l  t hanks 
to the Friends of Capital 
Springs Recreation Area, 
2015 State Trail Passes are 
now available for purchase 
at Fitchburg’s Community 
Center, 5510 Lacy Road, 
from 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

The payment of $20 per 
pass can be received in 
either cash or check.

A s ta te  t ra i l  pass  i s 

required for all people age 
16 or older who are biking, 
in-line skating or cross-
country skiing on state 
trails. 

State  t ra i ls  in  Fi tch-
bu rg  r equ i r ing  pas ses 
include: the Capitol City 
State Trail ,  the Badger 
State Trail and the Mili-
tary Ridge State Trail. No 
passes are required for the 
Cannonball  Path,  Mili-
tary Ridge Path or Quarry 
Ridge Mountain Bike Trail 
and Free Ride Area.

Waste reduction
Fitchburg staff is looking further into understand-

ing and implementing “Zero Waste” initiatives to 
start 2015.  

RECYCLING GUIDE
One initiative is to do a thorough review and 

update to Fitchburg’s Recycling Guide, and 
consider renaming it, since it’s really much more 
than just a “Recycling” guide; it also includes 
recommendations on “Reducing,” “Reusing” and 
“Rethinking.”  

If you have suggestions for refinements to the 
content or name of this guide, please email  
rick.eilertson@fitchburgwi.gov. 

FITCHBURG’S “GREEN E-NEWS” 
Another initiative the city is working on is 

increasing free subscriptions to electronic updates 
on “Green”/sustainability-related events and oppor-
tunities in and around Fitchburg. 

If you’d like to subscribe to future Fitchburg 
Green E-News updates, sign up at Fitchburg’s 
“Notify Me” web page: fitchburgwi.gov/list.aspx 

NEW COLLECTION BINS
Staff will be adding a “Plastic Bulky Items” 

recycling dumpster at the Recycling Drop Off Site 
as well as adding a “Non-rechargeable Battery” 
recycling container at Fitchburg’s City Hall lobby.

City news

CARPC votes against Northeast Neighborhood
SCOTT GIRARD
Unified Newspaper Group

A regional planning body voted 
against a City of Fitchburg neigh-
borhood proposal, leaving the final 
decision up to the state’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Commissioners on the Capital 
Area Regional Planning Commis-
sion (CARPC), which advises the 
state on expansions to sewer ser-
vice, voted 6-5 against the Northeast 
Neighborhood at the commission’s 
meeting last Thursday.

T w o  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  v o t i n g 
against the proposal cited concerns 
over how development could affect 
the nearby Waubesa Wetlands and 
the possibility of engineered protec-
tions failing, said deputy director 
Kamran Mesbah. That issue previ-
ously came up throughout the city’s 
own approval process late last year 
and earlier in 2014. The other four 
commissioners voting against did 
not provide their reasoning at the 
meeting, Mesbah said.

A CARPC staff report, which 
analyzed the potential effects of 

development, had recommended 
approval as long as the city pursued 
a list of additional stormwater man-
agement and erosion control protec-
tions, but the majority of speakers 
at the October public hearing on the 
development spoke in opposition, 
according to meeting minutes.

The proposed plan would include 
an additional 498 acres of devel-
opment in addition to the existing 
development already in the neigh-
borhood, city planner Tom Hovel 
said. 

The neighborhood, bounded by 
Nine Springs Creek to the north and 
the Lacy Road corridor to the south 
next to Hwy. 14, would cover nearly 
986 acres total when including envi-
ronmental corridors and existing 
residential development.

The 13 commissioners must get 
an eight-vote supermajority to rec-
ommend approval to the state. 
Because there were only five votes 
for approval, the two absent com-
missioners could not bring it to that 
number, meaning CARPC will not 
vote again on the proposal. 

The state’s Department of Natural 

Resources will now have the final 
say on whether the city can expand 
its urban service area, which is 
where a municipality can provide 
sewer service necessary for most 
urban development.

CARPC had essentially been the 
final word on those determinations 
until a 2010 decision on a lawsuit 
from the Village of Mazomanie clar-
ified it is only advisory to the DNR. 
Since then, CARPC’s denial of the 
Mazomanie plan and one other 
were forwarded to the DNR, which 
approved them.

CARPC’s decisions have some-
times been highly political, unlike 
those of its predecessor, the Dane 
County Regional Planning Commis-
sion. 

Fitchburg Mayor Shawn Pfaff said 
he expects the DNR to ultimately 
approve the neighborhood plan.

“If DNR looks at the science that 
Fitchburg has done, it should be 
accepted,” Pfaff said.

For information on CARPC and to 
see meeting minutes, visit capitala-
rearpc.org.
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Advent Lutheran Church
Aldo Leopold Elementary School
Altrusa International of Madison, Inc.
American Cancer Society
American Heart Association
American Hindu Association
American Red Cross
Association of Fundraising 
  Professionals
Big Brothers Big Sisters
Camp Randall Rowing Club
Children's Dyslexia Centers
Chrysalis
Community Coordinated
  Child Care (4-C)
Community Partnerships - Children 
  Come First Program
Dane Buy Local
Daughters of the Nile Foundation
Domestic Abuse Intervention Services
Dyslexia Learning Center
Eagle's Nest Ice Arena
Eagle School
Easter Seals of Wisconsin
Edgewood High School
Edgewood High School Hockey
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Fitchburg Chamber of Commerce
Fitchburg Days
Fitchburg Center Farmer's Market
Fitchburg Senior Center
Friends of Fitchburg Library
Gilda's Club Madison
Glacier's Edge Council Boy Scouts
  of America

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce
Hickory Knoll Farm
Huntington's Disease Society of
  America - Great Lakes Region
Italian Workmen's Club Madison

Jodi Lou Lung Cancer Foundation
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
Lakeland Sharing Foundation
Lily's Fund - UW Foundation
  Epilepsy Research
Love Madison
Lupus Foundation of America -   
  Wisconsin Chapter
Madison4KIDS
Madison Chapter NFL Alumni
Madison Friends of CURE
Madison Masonic Center Foundation
Madison Museum of Contemporary Art
Madison Rotary Foundation
Madison West High School
Make-A-Wish Wisconsin
32° Masonic Learning Center
Muscular Dystrophy Association

National Association of the Remodeling 
  Industry Foundation
Nursing Care & Education for the Children
  of Cambodia
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church
Our Lady Queen of Peace School

Oxford Fire Department
Porchlight Solutions for Homelessness
Rape Crisis Center
REALTORS Association of South
  Central Wisconsin
Riding on Insulin
Rock County Dairy Council
Rotary Club of Madison
Seminole Women's Club
Serenity Home
Share Your Holidays Second Harvest
Shelley Glover Sports Education Foundation
St. Mary's Hospital
St. Vincent de Paul
StageWorks Projects
Stoughton Police and Fire Commission
Syttende Mai Stoughton
Tellurian UCAN, Inc.

TEMPO Madison
The Links Madison Chapter
Today Not Tomorrow
United Way of Dane County
UW Club Baseball
UW Carbone Cancer Center
UW Intercollegiate Athletics
Verona Area High School
  Booster Club
Verona Area High School 
  Basketball
Verona Area High School Music
  Department
Verona Area Performing Arts
Verona Chamber of Commerce
Verona Little League
Verona Road Business Coalition
Verona Wildcat Hockey
Verona Wrestling Takedown Club
Waunakee Community School 
  District - Dane County Youth 
  Apprentice Site
Westside Lacrosse Club
Wildcat Youth Basketball
Wildcat Youth Football
Wingra School
Wisconsin Academy of Graduate
  Service Dogs (WAGS)
Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra
Wisconsin Youth Symphony 
  Orchestra
Women's Council of Realtors
Zor Shrine

Oak Bank recognizes the hard work and spirit of our non-profit community.
That’s why in 2014 we supported 100 organizations. Thank you for your generosity,

we are proud to share our community with you.

5951 McKee Rd, Suite 100  •  Fitchburg WI  •  608.441.6000  •  OakBankOnline.com  • 

�e Gift of Sharing
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Business

You say it’s your birthday
‘Box of Balloons’ helps celebrate big days

SCOTT DE LARUELLE
Unified Newspaper Group

There are few things as 
important to children as 
celebrating their birthday. 

But in a tight economy, 
many parents aren’t able to 
provide as much of a birth-
day party as their son or 
daughter might want. And 
that’s where Fitchburg’s 
Hailey Berg and her “Box 
of Balloons” comes in.

Berg  f i rs t  found out 
about the nationwide pro-
gram from her sister, who 
worked with a Box of Bal-
loons group in Poynette. 
She loved the idea of help-
ing out kids in need by pro-
viding needed supplies for 
their birthday parties but 
found she ended up doing 
more traveling than she 
wanted.

“I had to bring $5 dol-
lars of supplies all the way 

to Poynette,” she said. “I 
wanted to be involved, 
but I didn’t really want to 
be driving all that way for 
small supplies.”

When she asked how 
else she could help, it was 
suggested that she open a 
chapter of the organization 
for the west side of Madi-
son, so she did exactly that. 

The non-profit group, 
now in its third month, 
relies heavily on volun-
teers to provide supplies 
needed for birthday parties 
– everything from decora-
tions and party favors to 
plastic spoons, forks and 
napkins. Each box costs 
$50 to put together, and 
the group tries its best to 
fill each requested order, 
and personalize each box as 
best as possible.

Box of Balloons works 
with social  workers or 
teachers at schools to help 
identify families who might 
need a little extra help to 
make their children’s birth-
days a bit more special.

“They’ll say, ‘Hey, he 
or she has a birthday com-
ing up,’ and they give us 
some information on the 
child – ‘Johnny’s turning 
six, and his favorite color 
is blue. Or he has an allergy 
to coconuts,’” Berg said. 
“They give us a run-down 
of what the kids like, and 
we customize it.”

Her  “West  Madison” 
chapter has close to 10 
volunteers, and Berg is 
hoping to get many more. 
Supplies can be brought to 
members’ houses to be put 
together in boxes, which 
are sent to schools, homes 
or homeless shelters as 
needed. So far, the group 
has helped 10 children 

celebrate birthdays.
“It’s really growing, and 

we’re looking for more 
volunteers in the area,” she 
said.

People can get involved 
by either donating items 
or money, or helping put 
together boxes. Berg said 
volunteers can sign up as 
often as they want for a 
variety of duties.

“There’s no time com-
mitment,” she said. “When-
ever they like the theme of 
a kid’s birthday party or 
might think it’s a fun one to 
help out.”

On the web
For information on 

the program, visit 
boxofballoons.org.

“The more volunteers 
we have, the more 
birthdays we can 
celebrate in the area,” 
Berg said.”They’re 
such fun things to be a 
part of.”

How it works
PARTNER

The group partners 
with school social 
workers, teachers 
and other community 
advocates. They find 
families who have 
children but not the 
means to celebrate 
their birthdays. A 
simple form is filled 
out giving us the 
child's birth date, age, 
gender and likes.

PLAN
Once the birthday box 

request is received, an 
email sign up goes out 
to our entire volunteer 
group. Volunteers 
click the link and 
decide which party 
supply they are going 
to fill the box with. 
Each box is filled with 
decorations, tableware, 
balloons, a party game, 
party favors, cupcakes 
and a gift for the 
birthday child. 

CELEBRATE
Birthday Boxes 

are delivered to the 
school or community 
organization that 
submitted the request 
on the Friday closest to 
the child's birthday. 

Source: boxofballoons.org

Have a business story to share?
Submit your business story ideas, news, briefs and photos on our website, 

ConnectFitchburg.com, or email UNGbusiness@wcinet.com.

Photo submitted

Members of the area Box of Balloons group are, front row, from left: Nicole Moll and Rebecca 
Verhulst; back row, from left: Kaitlyn Hansen, Amy Harris, Amy Ritzke, Emily Kaellner, Michelle 
Krogstad, April Britto and Jen McClure. 
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wanting people to know, 
embarrassment. It’s kind of 
a set up aversion to it,” Mary 
said. “But this is the place for 
desperate people.”

Jimmy M., board vice presi-
dent at the 511 Club in Madi-
son, also attends meetings at 
FSC that are geared toward a 
younger crowd. Mary and Jim-
my are working to better con-
nect the clubs and learn from 
each other.

“Twelve-step programs are 
going to further ask you to 
take responsibility for your 
life ... (And) this becomes 
like a community support,” 
he said. 

The FSC is entirely run 
by donations and volun-
teers. Aside from passing the 
basket, another way those 
who attend meetings can 
give back to the club is by 
becoming a member through 
a monthly $10 (or agreed-
upon) fee. 

Membership gives people 
voting rights for election of 
the board and all vital club-
house issues, as well as pro-
vides them with their own in-
house coffee mug.

In many communities, 
12-step meetings are com-
monly held in churches, senior 
centers or other public places, 
but in Fitchburg, the gathering 
place is the FSC.

Scott J., who goes to about 
six meetings each week, said 
the club provides a “safe 
haven.”

“The club gives us a shel-
ter. And that’s what clubs are 
about. It’s a safe place to go 
where there’s a friendly face 
and people that understand 
me, and accept me no mat-
ter what,” he said. “I’m just 
a broken human being trying 
to get better.” 

Step by step
Coffee mugs, lined by the 

hundreds, cover a wall near 
the entrance of the clubhouse. 
Some are stuffed with notes, 
others wear a film of stains 
and some look like they’ve 
never been used at all. 

Each is personalized with a 
first name and last initial and 
assigned a number so mem-
bers can easily find them on 
the wall. 

Scot t ,  who has been 
around long enough to have 
No. 42, is one of the first to 
get in the building nearly 
every day to make coffee at 
6 a.m. before the first group 
arrives.

“It’s just a bit of service,” 
he said. “I’m a firm believer 
in clubs, because the doors 
are open and the coffee’s 
hot.”

Scott didn’t talk much 
about his past, but sim-
ply said he lost everything 
dear to him – along with his 
self-respect – in one night’s 
drinking. 

So, like many others, he 
switched to coffee.

Above the kitchen is a 
piece of artwork with words 

taken from the Serenity 
Prayer: “God, grant me the 
serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, The courage 
to change the things I can, 
And the wisdom to know the 
difference.” A key shown 
below it symbolizes willing-
ness.

Distributed throughout 
the building are the meeting 
rooms – which look some-
what like classrooms – each 
with their own vibe depend-
ing on the group that occu-
pies them. A large chalk-
board on a wall upstairs was 
left over from the days of the 
old schoolhouse.

In another room, folding 
tables, dotted only by a few 
books, boxes of facial tissue 
and hand sanitizer, are set up 
in a square with chairs around 
the perimeter facing in. 

Paul A. has been sitting 
there three to five days per 
week for the last eight years, 
but he’s been coming to the 
clubhouse far longer than 
that. 

He attended his first meet-
ing there in 1981, having suf-
fered “extreme consequenc-
es” from his drinking.

“I had crashed my car 
into a pole and my girlfriend 
died on impact,” Paul said. 
“It was the culmination of 
many years of drinking and 
drugging, and it had already 
been out of control, but that’s 
when it kind of came to a 
head.”

He was facing possible jail 
time, and attending 12-step 
meetings was his ticket out. 
For the next 10 years, he 
would come to the FSC on 
and off – a trend that coincid-
ed with his bouts of sobriety.

Somehow in 1991, at the 
age of 30, for reasons he 

can’t explain, the meetings 
started to stick. 

“It started to make sense to 
me,” Paul said. “I started to 
see changes, and life got a lot 
easier,”

He hasn’t had a drink in 
more than 23 years.

“The solution for me had 
always been there, but I just 
kinda had to get around to 
where I was willing to accept 
it. And all along through 
there I was coming here,” 
Paul said. “It’s like an oasis 
… Or, they talk about it in 
the (Big) Book, it’s a daily 
reprieve.” 

The Big Book, written 
in 1939 by Bill W., out-
lines the 12 steps, which 
include accepting power-
lessness, seeking guidance 
from a higher power, admit-
ting wrongdoings, making 
amends for them and sharing 
the message with others.

A place to call home
Jimmy also said actively 

coming to meetings and giv-
ing back to clubhouse is why 
he will be five years sober on 
Christmas Eve.

“It just works for me. It 
uplifts my life,” he said. 
“And without it, without 
a solution at all, the world 
would eat me up if I don’t 
have people like Mary in my 
life, a place to go, a place to 
give back to, it’s what I’ve 
looked for my whole life.”

Having attended meetings 
at the FSC since 1985, Mary 
believes one of the reasons 
people come back is the fel-
lowship, especially in the 
moments when someone else 
tells their story and they no 
longer feel alone.

“That’s where the cama-
raderie comes from, too, and 

this feeling of family,” she 
said. “We’re all fighting the 
same battle.”

Scott  said the bonds 
formed between those who 
attend meetings can be stron-
ger than those with family 
members.

“I’ve formed friendships 
that are closer than belly-but-
ton family,” Scott said. “You 
find your brothers and sisters 
that you love dearly.”

He added that groups 
meeting at the FSC try to 
nurture these family bonds 
by avoiding topics of religion 
and politics, which often 
come up around the dinner 
table during holidays.That 
source of stress can cause 
people to reach for their 
addictions rather than for 
support in those who are also 
struggling. 

For this reason, and since 
not everyone has a place to 
call home, the FSC provides 
annual Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meals. There will 
even be a New Year’s Eve 
party this year.

Scott has attended meet-
ings across the country, 
but said a “home group” is 
where people really get to 
know him – and that’s what 
the FSC has been to him 
since the 1980s.

“If I don’t show up for a 
day or two or get out of my 
regular routine, somebody 
will call,” he said. 

Learning how to live
Likening them to exercise, 

Paul makes meetings part of 
his morning routine – even if 
he’d rather sleep in.

“On the days that I don’t 
want to go, those are the days 
I really need to go,” he said. 
“Every once in awhile, and 
just often enough to keep 
me coming back, I go to a 
meeting where – it sounds so 
hokey – I witness a miracle.” 

Paul said that often hap-
pens during first-step meet-
ings, which occur when a 
newcomer attends or when 
it’s someone’s first meeting 
after their last drink.

“Everyone talks about how 
their lives are unmanageable 
and how alcohol screwed it 
up,” he said. “In those sto-
ries is the common ground 
that that new person needs to 

hear.”
Paul realizes that not 

everyone shares the same 
experience or has a similar 
outcome.

“But for the people that 
get it – because it took me 
a long time to get it – it’s a 
life-saver. It is truly (the) dif-
ference between jail, insan-
ity, suicide or a life. A full 
life of,” he paused. “A full 
life. I guess that’s the best I 
can do.” 

He reached over and 
flipped through the thick 
pages of the Big Book.

“The answers aren’t in the 
back of the book,” Paul said. 
“But it’s a process... (It’s) the 
journey, not the destination. 
And everybody does it at 
their own pace.”

The FSC describes 12-step 
recovery groups as fellow-
ships of men and women 

who meet to share their expe-
rience, strength and hope that 
they may solve their com-
mon problem and help others 
recover from it, too.

Scott said he thinks one 
of the most important func-
tions of the club is to “teach 
people how to live a happy, 
sober life.”

“It keeps me happy, it 
keeps me behaving. It keeps 
me out of taverns, (and) 
my kids love me,” he said. 
“Because we don’t have 
classes on good behavior 
and stuff like that, it’s just by 
example.”

“What the clubhouse does 
is it gives us a warm, dry 
place to sit and do that stuff,” 
Paul said. “You can’t do it 
online. You can’t do it over 
the phone.”

Scott remembers back to 
a time when meetings were 
held in the “mouse-ridden, 
dirty and cruddy” basement, 
which he said was painted 
“an icky yellow and icky 
green” – definitely not Pack-
ers colors.  

He said the club has come 
a long way in terms of reno-
vating and expanding the 
building, but it is still funda-
mentally the same.

“You see the newcomers 
come in and a lot of them 
make it, and some don’t, and 
some die, and it’s really sad,” 
Scott said. “And you see 
them married, and you see 
them have kids and see them 
have families ... There’s a 
lot tears, and there’s a lot of 
happiness and joy. But it’s a 
home.”

Call For Your FREE Estimate Today!

608-271-1270
6126 Cottonwood Dr., Madison, WI  • www.capitalcartage.com

We’re Located in Fitchburg  
We Live in Fitchburg - Why Not Call Us?

Every Move Is Important To Us!
Local, Statewide, East Coast, Gulf Coast, Midwest & Long Distance  

Moving Specialists

We Move Anything! Madison’s 
Personal & 

Professional 
Movers

LOW
RATES!No Job Too Small!

Capital 
Cartage 

In Business 
For 98 
Years!

Special Handling Services
Local Move Specialists

Licensed Bonded Insured
Lic. #63147 ICC MC-42666 MC 301016
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Serenity: Friendships formed at club help those in recovery get through stressful times  
Continued from page 1

Photos by Samantha Christian

Above, hundreds of coffee mugs line the wall near the entrance of 
the Fitchburg Serenity Club, located at 6048 McKee Road (show at 
top). Each personalized mug belongs to members of the club.

To help or be helped
What: Fitchburg Serenity Club, Inc.
Where: 6048 McKee Road, Fitchburg
When: Open daily 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., meeting times vary 
Phone: 271-9817
Website: fitchburgserenityclub.com
Email: board@fitchburgserenityclub.com
Mission: To serve 12-step recovery groups by providing 

space for meetings, the opportunity for fellowship and a 
safe, positive environment for recovery

Meetings offered: Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, 
Adult Children of Alcoholics, Co-Dependents Anonymous, 
Debtors Anonymous, Gamblers Anonymous, Overeaters 
Anonymous, Sex Addicts Anonymous, Meditation, Universal 
Back to Basic, Spanish Speaking AA En Espanol and 
Al-Anon En Espanol

Donations: The nonprofit is entirely reliant on donations, 
which can be made online at the FSC website
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(608) 873-8800
Hours: M-F 7:00am-6:00pm; Sat. Closed

 1324 Hwy. 51-138, Stoughton • conantauto.com
Friend us on Facebook • Home of the 2 year, 24,000 mile warranty
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Wishing  
you a blessed 

holiday season 
filled with joy, 
love and much 

peace.


